; 


Check Out Our Brutal Magazine "THE MAIM | 5 cae 
pean A Magazine s EVENT! “4 rey el 


WRESTLE ie 


z. 
" 
\ AME = 
AE PAT. & Tes | fs 
ONG er 1 oe 
AN WU wh WA 
y_ 


i ; | : 
b bs ez AN 
d: The tae . 


$3.95 US. $4.95 CANADA £2. i K. 


1 il 


7™22627'00391 


The Promoters’ . - 

Paz. \ Are Afraid } ae na / 
\ To Make! , ——— 

is Fe, —— Ie Ey : } 


THE LEADER OF Tit PRC 


For over a decade, PWI has been bringing the 
wrestling arena (and the locker room) to the 
fans. No other wrestling magazine that covers 
the entire spectrum of the sport can boast of 
the same quality writers, editors, and photog- 
raphers. PWI is acknowledged worldwide as 
the best! 


EHGLUSIVE FEATURES 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where 
the action is, providing the most complete cov- 
erage of wrestling available anywhere. From 
the great staff of writers, through the dramat- 
ic peak-action photographs, fo the magnificent 
full-color centerfold_-PWI brings you 
wrestling action at its best. PWI includes 
exclusive features you can’t get anywhere 
else: Our comprehensive “Arena Reports” . . . 
Eddie Ellner's lively and controversial “Off The 
Top Rope”. . . An incisive “Press Conference” 

_ with one of the sport's top stars . . . Extensive 
“Ratings” . . . “Scouting Reports” . . . “Time 
Capsules”... And don’t forget: Your subscrip- 
tion to PWI includes the spectacular 100-page 
year-end issue, priced at $3.50 on the news- 
stand (if you can find it!) and any other spe- 
cials we produce throughout the year. 


THREE WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE 


Now available for the first time, a six-issue 
subscription to PWI. Six power-packed edi- 
tions will be delivered right to your door for 
just $15. 

‘Order a 12-issue subscription to PWI and 
receive two issues free! You'll get 14 issues 
for just $30—a 17% savings off the regular 
newsstand price. 

*To receive the greatest savings, order a 24- 
issue subscription to PWI at the low price of 
$60 and receive six issues free! That's 30 
issues for the cost of 24, a 25% savings off 
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Yes, | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
C) Iam enclosing $15 for a six-issue subscription 


CJ Jam enclosing $30 for a 12-issue subscription with the understanding that | will receive 
two issues free for a total of 14 monthly issues 


CL] Jam enclosing $60 for a 24-issue subscription with the understanding that | will receive 
six issues free for a total of 30 monthly issues 


Please indicate method of payment 
C1 Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
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Expiration Date: /___ 
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Send to: London Publishing Co. 
P.0. Box 910 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
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Address Apt. 


City State Zip 


Price offer good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign countries; $19.80 for six issues ($31.50 airmail); $39.60 for 12 issues ($68.50 airmail); 
$79.20 for 24 issues ($142.50 airmail). International money order in U.S. funds only for orders outside U.S. Please allow up to eight weeks 
before you receive your first issue. 3034/10-94 
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MOVE ON OR GET LOST! 


| think Sting would be a great 
world champion in either federa- 
tion (“WWF World Champion Sting: 
What It Would Mean To Wrestl- 
ing,” Summer 1995). Sting is too 
successful a wrestler to stay lost 
in the shuffle of all Hulk Hogan’s 
friends in WCW. There should be 
more to wrestling for him than just 
WCW. | know he would run 
roughshod over opponents in any 
federation in the world. 

Sting has done it all in WCW, 
and | believe it’s time for him to 
move on to a greener pasture 
since he’s becoming quite stale in 
feuds with Avalanche and Big 
Bubba Rogers. The WWF would 
be a perfect option, but there are 
other choices. He would be phe- 
nomenal on the independent cir- 
cuit or in Japan. I'd love to see 
him in the ring against great inde- 


Sting has been battling Kevin Sullivan and 
other WCW underlings for months now. 
Saveral of our readers think it would be 
in his best interest fo mave to the WWF. 
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pendent wrestlers such as Sabu, 
Al Snow, or Dan Severn. Those 
would be awesome battles in any 
arena! 

Where Sting chooses to wrestle 
doesn’t really matter. | just hope 
it’s in a federation that will appreci- 
ate his talent. His skills are really 
just being wasted in WCW. 

ROXANNE GILLIS 
Pierre, SD 


| agree with everyone who says 
that a move to the WWF would 
greatly benefit Sting. Take Sting 
away from a federation where he 
is being ignored and transfer him 
to the WWF. That would be the 
best thing for the three-time for- 
mer WCW World champion. Not 
only would it be a great career 
move for Sting, but it would also 
be a tremendous investment for 
WWF head Vince McMahon. | 
think he could immediately make a 
run at the Intercontinental title and 
become a top contender to the 
World title in no time. None of 
those mediocre bums that try to 
pass as superstars could possibly 
get in the way of Sting’s success. 
And if he did go to the WWF and 
eventually become World champi- 
on there, he would be one of just 
four men to win world titles in both 
the NWA/WCW and the WWF. 
Buddy Rogers, Ric Flair, Hulk 
Hogan, and Sting—not a bad four- 
some! 
HEATHER BLUM 
Roanoke, VA 


CHAUVINIST VIEW 

How could anyone possibly 
condone the manhandling of a 
woman (“Mailbag,” Summer 
1995)? Reader Louis Gagliano of 


The Nasty Boys have taken it upon 
themselves to make sure Sherri Martel 
pays for her interference. Reader 
Valerie Dorian thinks it’s never okay for 
a wrestler to hit a female manager. 


Longmont, Colorado, wrote that “if 
women want to get physically 
involved in a match, they should 
run the same risks as their male 
counterparts.” | totally disagree 
with this Neanderthal notion! No 
man should have the right to 
assault a woman, no matter what 
she does. Even Sherri Martel, a 
former wrestler, deserves to be 
treated like a lady by male 
wrestlers. 

Wrestlers rarely attack the fans 
that heckle them or the commen- 
tators that say negative things 
about them. Why would it be nec- 
essary for them to beat on a 
female at ringside? The fact 
remains that wrestlers—and all 
other athletes, for that matter— 
should control themselves out of 
respect for their sport and for their 
fans. If a wrestler hits a female 
manager and says it was “in self- 
defense” or that “she deserved it,” 
what message does that send to 
the younger fans? 

The wrestlers may say that it is 
a matter of pride, but | think it’s 
more a matter of male chauvinism. 

VALERIE DORIAN 
Los Angeles 
(Continued on page 6) 
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CASH PRIZE 


PLUS: Each month, three runners-up 
will receive a free PWI subscription! 


Take the PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED CHALLENGE and go 
head to head with the editors of PWI in the trivia match of 
your life. If you can answer seven consecutive questions cor- 
rectly—without getting pinned—you can earn the title 
“Undisputed Wrestling Trivia Champ” and win $100* or a PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED subscription! 


CALL NOW! 


If you can answer the following questions, you could be 
the next $100* winner! 
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Sting hails from which California beach community? 
1) Malibu 
2) Pacific Heights 

) Venice 


4) Newport Beach 


Who managed The Moondogs to the WWF World tag team title? 
1) The Grand Wizard i 

2) Capt. Lou Albano 

3) Fred Blassie 

4) Bobby Heenan 
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2) False 

Cost per minute in the United States is $1.49 per. Cost per minute Which of the following wrestlers has never held the WCW television 
in Canada is $1.99 per. Cost per minute in the United Kingdom is title (as of December 31, 1994)? 
39p cheap rate and 49p at all other times, incl. VAT. Kids, get your ‘ Sing sect 
parents' permission. 3) Rick Steiner 

This service is available on both rotary-dialed and AY SOM MOT a 

touch-fone phones. __ How did you do? if youre up for the challenge and want fo: 

_ your wrestling knowledge to work, call now and go for the $1 


WRESTLING CHALLENGE RULES & REGULATIONS 

Call as often as you like. The contest begins June 1, 1995, and runs through October 31, 1995. There is no age restriction to participate. The charge for each call is $1.49 per 
minute in the United States, $1.99 in Canada, and 49p (39p cheap rate) in the United Kingdom. The contest is sponsored by Advanced Telecom Services and London Publishing 
Co. in connection with Pro Wrestling Illustrated. No purchase necessary to participate. Void in MN, NJ, LA, GA, and prohibited by law. All unclaimed prizes will be 
awarded via second-chance drawing. The odds of winning are dependent on the number of entries. Complete rules and mail-in entries are available by sending a sell 

stamped envelope to PWI TRIVIA, P.O. Box 625, Devon, PA 19333, USA. To win, answer seven consecutive trivia questions correctly and you aorsicoly qualify for the 
monthly drawing of one $100* winner. (*Or for U.K. winners, the equivalent in pounds sterling at the time the winner is selected.) From June 1, 1995, until October 31, 1995, 
a total of 12 PW1 six-issue subscriptions (retail value $15 each) will be . London Publishing Co. will select the winners. No substitutions allowed. eaaeos 


Did you ever think about how 
YOU could get in Pro Wrestling? 
Maybe as a wresiler, valet or manager? 

Or even in a non-wrestling position? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
MORE ABOUT WRESTLING? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know to 
enter the exciting world of Pro Wrestling! This very 
insightful book is written by three professionals ac- 
tive in the wrestling business, who between them 
have worked for every major wrestling association 
including the NWA, USWA, SMW, WCW and the 
WWF! You are advised what to do, where to write, 
how to act, how to get various jobs, what your 
chances are — and how to better those odds! This 
book explains things about wrestling you never 
knew, but need to know! ¢ Details over 50 different 
jobs possible in wrestling « Lists addresses of all 
U.S. promotions and wrestling schools « Tells 
where to order boots, tights, etc. in the U.S. & UK. 


Updated 1995.Edition Now Shipping! 


Inside Secrets on How YOU 
Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 


Price of book is only $15, including postage. 
Add $5 for outside U.S. Send cashier's check, 
money order or cash for immediate shipment! 


PRO WRESTLING CAREER BOOK 
2770 Lenox Rd. NE, Ste. 200+ Atlanta, GA 30324 
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He recently lost to Razor Ramon, but Jeff Jarrett is now {!-C champion again. Reader 
Merle Adkins thinks “Doubie-J” has disgraced himself in the WWF. 


“J” 1S FOR JOKE 

It's obvious “Double-J” Jeff Jarrett 
is losing his grip on the Intercon- 
tinental title. He briefly lost the belt 
to Razor Ramon in May. Jarrett got 
it back three days later, but it is 
likely that he will very soon lose 
the belt again—this time for good. 
Jarrett is trying to hold on to the belt 
by getting almost non-stop inter- 
ference from The Roadie, and 
sooner or later this tactic of his will 
backfire again. 

Jarrett’s cocky, self-centered 
attitude and his willingness to 
cheat in order to remain champion 
are only making him look like a 
lousy wrestler, and that’s a shame. 
Jarrett is a great wrestler. 
Everyone who follows the USWA 
can vouch for that. | think winning 
that I-C belt has clouded his think- 
ing. Now all he wants is to sing the 
praises of himself. He used to let 
the commentators do that for him. 

There was a time when Jarrett’s 
name was synonymous with great, 
no-nonsense wrestling. Now he is 
just a conceited joke. 

MERLE ADKINS 
Nashville, TN 


BUILDING A FUTURE 

| think there has been too 
much of an emphasis put on the 
independent federations recent- 
ly. It seems that all you read or 
hear anymore is how the WCW 
and WWF are going downhill and 
the independents have better 
action and superior wrestlers. 
For the most part, the indepen- 
dents are regional operations 
that don’t have extensive televi- 
sion coverage. There are a few 
exceptions, like AAA and maybe 
Extreme Championship Wres- 
tling. Even the USWA is almost 
exclusive to the Tennessee area, 
along with Smoky Mountain 
Wrestling and several other 
smaller promotions. 

| realize that most of these 
smaller promotions don’t have the 
power and money of the WWF 
and WCW, but if ECW and the 
USWA could build themselves up 
into national promotions, they 
could set an example for some of 
the other smaller promotions to 
follow. | know | wish ECW and 
wrestlers like Cactus Jack, Shane 
Douglas, The Sandman, Public 
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The Sandman and Cactus Jack have had 
some wild matches in ECW, but all in the 
Northeast and Florida. Reader Linda 
Nordic thinks ECW and other indepen- 
dents should expend their operations. 


Enemy, and Dean Malenko would 
come to my area! 

LINDA NORDIC 

Kingman, AZ 


BETTER THAN THE HEAT 

It's about time that WCW finally 
has respectable World tag team 
champions, The Nasty Boys. 
Former champions Harlem Heat, 
along with their manager Sherri 
Martel, were an overwhelming dis- 
grace to the title. They may have 
begun their reign like real champi- 
ons, but after a while they became 
lazy. Booker T and Stevie Ray 
used every dirty trick possible to 
keep their belts instead of beating 
their opponents by outwrestling 
them like real champions. 

| don’t really like everything The 
Nasty Boys do as World champi- 
ons, but at least they defend the 
belts honorably. Jerry Sags and 
Brian Knobs might not have mus- 


cular, chiseled bodies like Stevie 


Ray and Booker T, but they do have 

one thing that the Heat doesn’t: 

the ability to defend the tag team 

belts without cheating or relying on 
a female to help them win. 

ALBERT STASKIE 

Norman, OK CL) 
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Since its debut issue in August 1992, the Wrestle America concept has proven to be wildly 
popular with the wrestling public. No other magazine offers such well-rounded coverage of the 
U.S. wrestling scene. No other magazine utilizes such a revolutionary ratings format. No other 
magazine brings you right to the ring for photo highlights of the WWF and WCW. 


Back issues of Wrestle America are now available at : 
the low cost of $3 each. Supplies are limited, ye 
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Make check or money order payable to: 
London Publishing Co. 

Box 956 

Ft. Washington, PA 19034 

Please send me back issues of Wrestit America | have checked. | have 
enclosed $3 for each magazine ordered, 


Name 
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Address 


Se Number of magazines_ 


State Zip Amount enclosed 


(In case of sellout, 


For dil orders outside the U.S., add $1.50 per issue or $3 for airmail delivery. : : 
indicate substitute) 


International money order in U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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ORDON SOLIE CONSIDERS 
Gi= among the privileged few. 

He is a man who has done the same 
thing for most of his professional life and 
yet has never spent a single day complain- 
ing about it or wondering what might have 
been if he had done something else. 

“And I’ve never received a promotion,” 
Gordon joked. “Imagine doing one job for 
close to 40 years and never once getting a 
promotion. Of course, I’ve had a few raises 
here and there, but a wrestling broadcaster 
is what I’ve always been, and that’s how 
I'll go to my grave.” 

Chances are he’ll go to his grave with a 
smile on his face—a smile that got a lot 


Dusty Rhodes looks 
on as Gordon Solie 
makes an emotion- 
packed acceptance 
speech upon being 
inducted into the 
WCW Hall Of Fame at 
Slamboree. 


with Bill Apter 


wider on Sunday, May 21, 1995, at 
Slamboree 95, when Gordon received the 
greatest honor and surprise of his life: He 
was inducted into the WCW Hall of Fame 
along with Wahoo McDaniel, Terry Funk, 
Angelo Poffo, Antonio Inoki, Big John 
Studd, and Dusty Rhodes. 

All of those men, by the way, have receiv- 
ed the honor of having Gordon’s golden 
vocal chords speak their names and describe 
eloquently their every move in the ring. 

But it was Dusty who unveiled the big 
surprise. Rhodes, the last person intro- 
duced by Solie and thereby inducted, 
made a gracious acceptance speech and 
was walking away from the microphone. 
Then he turned around, returned to the 
mike, and told the wrestling world that 
one additional man was being inducted on 
this night: Gordon Solie. 

“T honestly had no idea that it was going 
to happen, Bill,” Gordon told me. “I was 
absolutely shocked. They did a heckuva 
job keeping that a secret. You know, for a 
second there, when Dusty returned to the 
microphone, I thought he was going to 
announce that he was coming back out of 
retirement or maybe he was going to criti- 
cize Ric Flair and Arn Anderson. But when 
he started talking about me, at first I didn’t 
know what he was talking about. My 
mouth dropped—you can see it on the 
videotape. It was my greatest professional 
moment in a very blessed life. I was sin- 
cerely touched.” 

That was obvious. Tears welled in 
Gordon’s eyes, and for the first time in his 
life, the golden voice was virtually speech- 
less. He choked out a few thank yous, 
shook hands with the admiring folks by his 
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side, and was cheered 
by the Florida crowd. 
It was appropriate that 
the induction took 
place in Florida, be- 
cause that’s where 
Gordon has always 
had his greatest fol- 
lowing. 

I remember as a 
young man going 
down to Florida on 
vacation, turning on 
the TV set in search of 
wrestling, and sudden- 
ly hearing the distinc- 
tive voice that could 
only belong to one 
man: Gordon Solie. 
Baseball has its Mel 
Allen, hockey had its 
John Kelly, and wres- 
tling has Gordon. 

“You know how 
special he is?” Dusty 
Rhodes said to me. 
“You know what it 
means to a wrestler the 
first time his name is 
mentioned by Gordon 
Solie? It means that 


he’s made it, brother, that’s what it means. | Sole gets some pre- 


That golden voice, it’s always given the 
sport an aura of class and sophistication, 
even when all hell is breaking loose in the 
ring and people are bleeding all over the 
place.” 

It’s a gift possessed by no other play-by- 
play or blow-by-blow man in the world. 
Almost any decent broadcaster can make a 
baseball game sound graceful, and horse 
racing has a natural ebb and flow. Not wres- 
tling. Sometimes it’s downright brutal. It 
takes just the right turn of words to put every- 
thing in perspective. Gordon Solie was 
always the calm during the storm. He still is. 

Anybody who heard him announce the 
Wahoo McDaniel vs. Dick Murdoch leg- 
ends match at Slamboree had to wonder 
why Gordon doesn’t do more matches 
these days. The answer might be that pro- 
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match thoughts from 
Nelson Royal back in 
1969. You know he 


moters and marketing experts agree that it’s 
important to present a youthful front to the 
public, Gordon may not have youth on his 


must be goed at what | side anymore, but he exudes boundless dig- 
he does if he gets se | nity. He’s been called the Walter Cronkite 


much respect from 
fan favorites and rule- 
breakers. 


of wrestling, but I’m not sure it’s fair to 
compare Gordon to anyone. 

“He’s just himself,” McDaniel said. 
“He’s Gordon Solie, and that’s all that has 
to be said. He walks into the fan favorites’ 
dressing room and people respect him. He 
walks into the rulebreakers’ room and peo- 
ple respect him there, too. I know, because 
I’ve been on both sides, so I know what 
people think about Gordon Solie. Nobody 
has a bad word to say about him.” 

Seven men were inducted into the WCW 
Hall of Fame at Slamboree ’95. Six knew it 
was coming. The seventh was the most 
deserving of all. O 


Pedro Morales 


sent a cross-section of mediocrity. That’s what | 

decided about 10 minutes after a press release 
announcing the names of the seven honorees cross- 
ed my desk. I'll concede the selection of Antonino 
Rocca since many grapplers, including Stan Hansen 
(who hands out compliments about as frequently as 
Stu Saks does pay raises, which is to say never), 
have told me Rocca was the greatest wrestler they 
had ever seen. Also sliding in was Pedro Morales, 
who earned his way into the Hall with a heart 
stronger than his command of the English language. 
But as for the others—Ivan Putski, Fabulous 
Moolah, The Grand Wizard, George Steele, and 
Ernie Ladd—| can’t imagine a less inspiring group to 
immortalize. More on why later. 

Much was made over Antonio Inoki’s upset of 
Ric Flair in front of 190,000 North Koreans last 
month. All | can say is this: What's the big fuss about 
a 51-year old half-retired ring legend defeating a 
fortysomething half-retired ring legend? 

Enshrining George Steele in the Hall of Fame is 
like voting oddball baseball pitcher Bill “Spaceman” 
Lee into Cooperstown. One voter on the WWF Hall of 


T= 1995 WWF Hall of Fame inductees repre- 
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Fame committee likened Steele’s lunatic skills to 
those of the NBA’s resident wacko, Dennis Rodman, 
an absurd comparison considering Rodman owns 
two championship rings, while Steele wrestled for 
nearly 30 years without ever coming close to a major 
title. While Steele was a fierce competitor, he was 
largely a whipping boy for titleholders, and whipping 
boys don’t belong in the Hall of Fame. 

From the Moonlighting Dept.: Hulk Hogan’s brief 
gig as unofficial mascot for the Orlando Magic led to 
speculation that a Hogan vs. Shaquille O’Neal 
match was in the works—which left “Straight Talk” 
staffers brimming with insane ideas: Texas Egg 
Match between The San Diego Chicken and 
Abdullah The Butcher. Ghost In The Machine con- 
test pitting Casper against Big John Studd. Bad 
Haircut Battle Royal featuring Bob Backlund, Newt 
Gingrich, Ross Perot, and Bill Apter. “Hulk, | need 
you, man,” Shaq said after one particularly punishing 
playoff game against the Chicago Bulls. Sure, so did 
Andre The Giant, Brutus Beefcake, Paul Orndorff, 
and others, but the “Huckster’ was never there when 
they needed him, was he? 

Diesel is the fuel that fires the WWF engine, a 
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wrestling magician who will lead the federation into 
the 21st century. If only he can make Sid Vicious 
disappear for good this time. 

Ernie Ladd had to be the self-proclaimed “King Of 
Wrestling,” because in no official way could he man- 
age to earn the title. At 6'9", a pillar of power and 
lightning-quick, Ladd couldn’t manage to capture a 
world championship in an era when the champions— 
Morales, Bruno Sammartino, Verne Gagne, and 
Dory Funk Jr.—were half his size. Ladd in the Hall 
of Fame? As a football player, maybe, but never as a 
wrestler. 

Sting’s declaration—‘l’m gonna win the U.S. title 
to prove to everyone | am not in a slump’—proves 
the depths to which the three-time former WCW 
World champion has sunk. Or is it simply a case of 
swamp water finally seeking its proper level? 

What accounts for Randy Savage’s pathological 
hate of Ric Flair? “Jealousy,” claims noted wrestling 
shrink Dr. Sidney M. Basil. “Only Savage knows 
how talented he really is—and therefore knows what 
a poor caretaker he’s been of his talent. While he’s 
selling beef jerky and wearing silly costumes, Flair 
wins titles. Savage craves respect and fears the only 
way to earn it at this late point in his career is to 
destroy Flair.” 

Add Bob Backlund: Nerdy Bob’s insistence that 
potential autograph-seekers recite the names of 
American Presidents immediately separates him from 
the rest of the political field. Backlund correctly sur- 
mises that education is the key issue in America 
today, and if he needs further proof of the dismal 
condition of the young American mind, my letters file 
is open to him. 
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Much has been made of Fabulous Moolah’s 
incredible 28-year title reign. A big yawn-o-rama, if 
you ask me. She wrestled the same half-dozen. 
women over and over for 28 years. She was the 
Harlem Globetrotter of pro wrestling, hand-picking a 
patsy to beat every night, year in, year out. The only 
reason to have her in the Hall of Fame would be so 
someone could do the dishes and the laundry. 

Add Savage: In what other sport do parents get 
involved in their children’s games? Would Shaq’s 
father run on to the court to protest a foul? Savage 
will use the beating given Papa Poffo as inspiration, 
but if you ask me, and you did, Poffo deserved to be 
locked in Flair’s figure-four. If you want to dance, you 
gotta feed the jukebox. 

Ivan Putski’s Hall of Fame career is best remem- 
bered for his infatuation with children’s toys and the 
tedious strength exhibitions he’d bore audiences with 
before his matches. Based upon these criteria, I'd say 
Doink The Clown is sitting pretty for wrestling 
immortality. And The Grand Wizard? Please, the only 
things memorable about him were his ridiculous outfits. 

Next time perhaps we will examine, dissect, and 
destroy the WCW Hall of Fame selections. Till then, 
repeat after me: Om Mani Padme Aum. Om Mani 
Padme Aum. 

[Editor's note: The only thing we want to repeat 
after reading Eliner’s column are a few choice exple- 
tives, but since this is a family magazine, we'll refrain 
from doing that. What we will do is remind you, the 
readers, that as always, the views expressed in this 
space are those of Ellner alone, and do not neces- 
sarily reflect those of anyone else on the staff of this 
magazine.] Oo 
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MIKE TYSON 


The boxer vs. wrestler debate is one that will never end. Probably until the end of 
time, fans of both sports will be fighting over what would happen if a certain boxer 
got into the ring against a certain wrestler. The famous Muhammad Ali vs. Antonio 

Inoki fight of 1976 settled nothing; it ended in a draw, Since then, boxer vs. 
wrestler matches have been few and far between. 

You see, there’s a problem with pitting a boxer against a wrestler: Boxing and 
wrestling are two different sports. It would be like pitting Michael Jordan against 
Wayne Gretzky in an attempt to decide which athlete is better. Better at what? 
Wrestling and boxing aren’t that similar. 

Fortunately, there’s the Ultimate Fighting Championship. This unique one-night 
tournament attracts representatives from various forms of the martial arts, who 
agree to do battle in submission-only contests. And the winner of the fifth Ultimate 
Fighting Championship was professional wrestler Dan Severn. 

It was a great victory for the sport and for Severn, who defeated an elite group of 
competitors. But Severn didn’t have to face a great 
professional boxer in that tournament. 

Under UFC rules, it’s possible for a wrestler to face a boxer on equal terms. A 
knockout might be considered a form of submission. No holds would be barred, 
other than those involving foreign objects. 

We don’t know if he’s ever thought about it, but we'd love to see former boxing 
heavyweight champion Mike Tyson enter the Ultimate Fighting Championship and 
possibly meet Severn in one of the rounds. It would refuel the wrestler vs. boxer 
debate that we’ve already rekindled in the arena of our minds as Severn and Tyson 
meet... “Head to Head.” 
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You know, that’s a really tough question. | don't 
really know what would happen if Dan Severn faced 
Mike Tyson. | know that in wrestling, I've used my 
punches and boxing experience many times. 
Sometimes it helps me, sometimes it doesn’t. It’s like 
anything else—it depends on the situation. 

Tyson's a great boxer, and I've always admired his. 
ability. It’s too bad he got himself into so much trouble, 
but you can’t deny that he’s one of the most dangerous 
fighters that ever lived, and | mean fighters. Other 
people box, Tyson gets himself into wars. It’s scary 
when he gets that killer look in his eyes. Then there's 
no stopping him. 

But Tyson's kind of one-dimensional, and that could 
get him into trouble against Severn, who's used to 
fighting all types of competitors. Severn’s just about 
seen it all—although he’s never gone head-to-head 
with a warrior like Tyson—and he’s a smart man. Real 
smart. He's smart enough to not just stand there and 
go punch-for-punch or head-to-head with Tyson, 
because it would be his head, if you know what | mean. 
He would be better off going after one body par-— 
like an arm or leg—and just wearing Tyson down. 
That's what I'd do. 

Put it this way: If Tyson lands once clean punch, it’s 
over. Severn’s smart, but his head isn’t made of steel, 
If Tyson connects, then it’s lights out. If Severn can 
move in and out and work on Tyson’s legs, maybe get 
him down to the mat, then it'll be a different story. A 
lot of Tyson's punching strength comes from his legs. 

Just do me a favor, guys. If this match ever hap- 
pens, let me in on it. This is something that I’d just 
have to see, 

2 Cold Scorpio, a former Golden Gloves 
boxer and former co-holder of the WCW World 
tag team title, now wrestles on the indepen- 
dent circuit and in Japan. 
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| know Dan Severn’s athletic skills better than any 
man in the world, and what I'm about to tell you con 
be treated as gospel: There’s no way a one-dimension- 
al fighter like Mike Tyson would have any chance 
against ¢ multi-talented warrior like Dan. Dan Severn 
was trained by the best, and even if he couldn't out- 
fight Tyson, he could definitely outthink him. He's 
always thinking two, three, or four moves ahead, 

| think a lot of people underestimate Dan Severn 
because he’s never heen WWF or WCW World champi- 
on, and he's never cippeared on one of those pay-per- 
view extravaganzas that sometimes bore the heck out 
of me but somehow make so much money. The reason 
is that sport is more important than money to Dan, 
and the challenge of competition makes up for all the 
money in the world. You know Tyson isn’t that way. 
All he wants to do is grab, grab, grab when there's a 
bunch of money involved. 

Do you realize what an accomplishment it wos for 
Dan to win the Ultimate Fighting Championship? He 
had to fight three men in one night, and any one of 
those matches was more grueling than all of the 
wrestling matches on on average card combined. 
Those opponents he faced are experts at all of the 
various forms of martial and fistic arts, and all of 
them are experienced at facing all types of fighting 
situations. Dan didn't merely win a tournament, he 
survived a war against some of the toughest men on 
the face of this planet. 

Half the time, poor old Mike Tyson would be 
swinging at the stars and connecting with absolutely 
nothing. He'd have his fists in the air and his butt in 
the sand, That's how it would end. 

Al Snow, who currently holds the Smoky 
Mountain tag team title with Unibomb, 
frained Dan Severn for Ultimate Fighting 
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This is not a simple question, and there are no sim- 
ple answers. When it was my turn to battle 
Muhammad Ali in 1976, | knew there were many fac- 
tors that | could not guess at before entering the ring, 
such as what Mr. Ali's strategy would be. In that situa- 
tion, however, | was facing the greatest boxer in the 
world, and | was considered by many to be the great- 
est wrestler in the world. 

This situation is very different. At the time of his 
unfortunate occurrences, Mr. Tyson was no longer 
the world's heavyweight boxing champion. As for 
Mr. Severn, although | realize he is the Ultimate 
Fighting Champion and an outstanding all-around 
competitor, | must wonder how he would fare even 
in a wrestling match against Ric Flair, Hulk Hogan, 
or myself, 

You say, however, that this is an Ultimate Fighting 
Championship-type match, which means that the only 
way to win is by submission. | assume that a knockout 
is a type of submission, since the person knocked out 
cannot recover, 

Mr. Severn succeeded in the Ultimate Fighting 
Championship because none of his opponents had suf- 
ficient power to deliver a knockout blow against him. 
That's where it is different with Mr. Tyson, who obvi- 
ously has remained in very good shape and used his 
time in jail wisely by improving his mind. It seems to 
me that Mr. Tyson is far more mature and thoughtful 
than he was in the post. He would realize that his best 
chance of winning would he to go for a knockout as 
early as possible, since Mr. Severn probably possesses 
much greater stamina than him. 

| predict that Mike Tyson would probably win by 
knockout, although there is no way to be sure. 

Japanese wrestling legend Antonio Inoki 
battled to a draw with boxing great 
Muhammad Ali in 1976. 


I've seen a couple of fifth-rate boxers fail miser- 
ably when they competed in the Ultimate Fighting 
Championship, but that doesn't mean diddly-squat. If 
they were any good, they would have stuck to boxing. 
Let’s face it: The financial rewards for a world champi- 
on boxer far exceed the sort of money available in 
the UFC. 

Of course, there’s nothing fifth-rate about “Iron 
Mike,” or Dan Severn for that matter. That’s why this 
match would be so great. It would finally pit the best 
of both sports in an unforgettable showdown. 

The problem most boxers experience in the UFC is 
that they don’t know what to do once they're on the 
mat. They might get in a few shots before falling, but 
they're virtually helpless after they hit the floor. Tyson 
is different. 

Tyson is from the mean streets of Brownsville, 
probably the most dangerous section of New York 
City. He was brawling in the sireets long before he 
stepped into the boxing ring, and trust me: They don’t 
observe the Marques of Queensberry rules in 
Brownsville. 

Even though Severn is an extremely powerful 
man, | don’t think he could take Tyson's best shot. But 
for discussion’s sake, let’s say Severn gets Tyson off 
his feet before Tyson has a chance fo connect. That's 
when the wrestler takes over. Right? Wrong! That’s 
when Tyson's animal instincts take over. His mind will 
flash back to his street-fighting days, and he'll go 
berserk. | can see him reaching up and plucking one 
of Severn’s eyeballs out. Or something equally as 
gross. It would mean the end of Severn’s fighting 
days, and probably the end of the UFC. 

Come to think of it, maybe this match isn’t such a 
good idea after all. 

Nigel Collins is the managing editor of THE 
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BOB BACKLUND SHOULD RUN 
FOR PRESIDENT 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


Backlund is running for President. When 

Backlund went into another of his maniacal 
tirades at WWF Monday Night Raw in May, | 
thought for all the world he was going to attack 
WWF head Vince McMahon. Remember a few 
months ago when Backlund said he was going 
to place McMahon in a chicken wing before he 
retires? | thought that was the time. 

Instead, Backlund announced that he was 
running for President. | wasn’t shocked. For me, 
the shock of who’s running for President wore off 
when Ronald Reagan was elected twice in a 
row. That proved anything can happen. 

Backlund running for President? Big deal. 
Sonny Bono is in the United States Senate. 
Gopher from The Love Boat was elected to the 
U.S, House Of Representatives. Clint Eastwood 
was mayor of Carmel, California. Jesse Ventura 
was mayor of Brooklyn Park, Minnesota. 
Everyone has the right to start a campaign. If the 
people decide someone is an unworthy candi- 
date, then so be it. And if you doubt Backlund’s 
credentials, well ... 

Ronald Reagan was a Democrat until his wife 
convinced him to be otherwise. Bill Clinton did lit- 
tle more than tell everybody that he felt their 
pain. Gerald Ford bumbled his way off planes 
and into the oval office, and Jimmy Carter’s 
brother was a drunken peanut farmer. 
Remember all the support radio personality 
Howard Stern got when he ran for governor of 
New York last year? 

Backlund might actually be overqualified. 
He’s actually done something with his life, hav- 
ing been a two-time former WWF World champi- 
on. He’s bright and extremely determined. You 
know that if Backlund wants something, he'll find 
a way fo get it done. 


Fe: OFF, I’M really disappointed that Bob 
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I’m not saying |'d vote for Backlund. Then 
again, back in 1992, | was faced with the follow- 
ing impossible choice: Clinton, Bush, or Perot. 

At that time, Backlund might have seemed 
like a reasonable alternative. 

Dave Rosenbaum is a senior writer of Wrestle 
AMERICA. 


Bob Backlund is eccentric, but he’s also educated and deter- 
mined to do what he thinks is right, writes Dave Rosenbaum. 
He has a right to present his views and run for President. 
Besides, there have been stranger candidates. 
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COUNTERPOINT: 


BOB BACKLUND SHOULD NOT RUN 
FOR PRESIDENT 


By Liz Hunter 


HEN | HEARD that Bob Backlund was 
\VJexemnin to run for President, my first 

reaction was, “President of what?” 
Here’s a guy who couldn‘t get elected dog 
catcher in most WWF cities, and now he was 
running for President of the United States? The 
idea would be alarming if it wasn’t so ridiculous. 

Backlund’s announcement had some shock 
value, but it doesn’t take a political science 
major to realize that his intentions are unrealistic. 
Backlund hasn‘t said whether he’s a Democrat, 
Republican, Libertarian, Socialist, or whatever. It 
just so happens that in the United States, you 
have to be a registered party’s candidate to get 
a place on the ballot. The alternative is getting 
an incredible number of signatures on petitions 
and running as an independent. Otherwise, the 
best Backlund can hope for is write-in votes. 

Now that we've taken care of the logical end 
of this problem, let’s get down to the bottom line: 
Backlund is embarrassing wrestling by his actions. 

It’s clear to anyone who has watched the 
WWF over the past year that Backlund is neither 
of sound mind nor body. He is so consumed by 
resentment and bitterness that he has become 
an emotional cripple, completely incapable of 
thinking clearly. The idea that he could reach 
the general public with his inane rantings is 
enough to chill the blood of any wrestling fan or 
writer. Count me among that number. 

I'm not saying the Republican and Demo- 
cratic candidates for President over the past 20 
years have been anything to get excited about. They 
did, however, all have one thing in common: an 
agenda and a history in public service. 

Another thing | fear is that Backlund will some- 
how get a few volunteers on his bandwagon. 
Then these volunteers will go out to round up sig- 
natures on petitions. Some people will surely sign, 


Fall/1995 


since there are people who will sign just about 
anything. But once you sign one person’s peti- 
tion to run for President, you can’t sign anybody 
else’s. In this weird way, Backlund could actually 
have an influence over the 1998 Presidential 
election. 

It’s a scary thought. 

Liz Hunter is a contributing editor of Wrestle 
AMERICA. 


Backlund hasn’t been thinking or acting rationally for months, 
says Liz Hunter. She thinks it’s dangerous that a man so bitter 
could have even a minor effect on the outcome of the 1998 
Presidential election. 
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WORLD TITLE 
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RANKING M a 12-1H_ THE SKINNY 


1. Hulk Hogan 

2. Arn Anderson 

3. Sting 

4, Randy Savage 

5. Big Van Vader 

6. Ric Flair 

7. Alex Wright 

8. Kevin Sullivan 

9. Paul Orndorff 
10. The Renegade 


WORLD TAG TEAM 


1. Nasty Boys 

2. Harlem Heat 

3. Eaton/Regal 

4, Bagwell/Patriot 
5, Hogan/Savage 


U.S. TITLE 
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RANKING M C 12-IH_ THE SKINNY 


1. Sting 

2. Meng 

3. Steve Austin 

4. Brian Pillman 

5. Hacksaw Duggan 
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More title defenses, please 
Still enforcing 

Blasted Bubba 

Don’t mess with his dad 
Had his chances 

Was retirement so bad? 

No more dancing 

The Taskmaster? Uh, okay 
“Wonderful” no more 
Ultimately turned out okay 


Cooled off the Heat 

Now what? 

Could get “nasticized” next 
What happened? 

Not interested in title 


Slump? What slump? 
Martial arts terror 
Fading fast 

Seeking Blonds’ reunion? 
Barely in contention 


Kevin Sullivan 
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THE NASTY 
BOYS 


Time was running out. Brian 
Knobs and Jerry Sags were down 
to their last shot at the WCW 
World tag team title. It was time 
for The Nasty Boys to get really, 
really nasty against Harlem Heat 
at Slamboree. They had fought 
for months to beat Stevie Ray 
and Booker T, but had to settle 
for a few wins in non-title match- 
es and a few wins by disqualifica- 
tion in most title bouts they got. 

But life suddenly got better for 
The Nasty Boys at Slamboree. 
Despite The Blue Bloods’ pre- 
match attack on Knobs, which 
forced Sags to wrestle alone for 
the first nine minutes of the bout, 
the Nastys triumphed and won 
the belts for a third time. Most 
agree that Sags and Knobs are a 
more talented team than the 
Heat. It was just a matter of them 
getting a fair shot at the WCW tag 
belts. 

Now a feud with The Blue 
Bloods—Lord Steven Regal and 
Bobby Eaton—has begun. 
Judging from their performances 
against other top teams in the 
past, the Nastys should be able 
to dominate that series of match- 
eS, too. 

“Those snobs will be next to 
get ‘‘nasticized!’” screamed 
Knobs. 
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Arn Anderson held 70-year-old 
Angelo Potfo while Ric Flair battered 
him at Slamboree. It touched off 
what figures to be a long, bitter feud 
between Flair and Randy Savage, 
Poffo’s son. 


LAMBOREE ’95 WAS a time to honor the 
S« and applaud the new. In the evening’s 

main event, the old and new converged in 
dramatic fashion. 

In a highly anticipated matchup, WCW World 
champion Hulk Hogan and “Macho Man” Randy 
Savage, with The Renegade in their corner, 
defeated Ric Flair and Big Van Vader, who were 
seconded by Arn Anderson. Hogan pinned his 
arch-nemesis Flair to achieve victory for his team. 

In the huge brawl that followed, Flair, Vader, and 
Anderson converged on Savage. During the 
assault, “Macho Man’s” father, Angelo Poffo (who 
had been inducted into the WCW Hall of Fame ear- 
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Because of an injury to Brian Knobs, Jerry 
Sags had to wrestle much of the Nasty 
Boys’ Slamboree bout against Hariem Heat 
alone. Knobs eventually joined the action, 
and the Nastys won the WCW tag titie. 
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Having beaten his former ally Brutus 
Beefcake at Slamboree, Kevin Sullivan 
has put together yet another rulebreaking 
stable: The Dungeon Of Doom. 


lier in the evening), attempted to aid his son. Flair 
brutalized Poffo with a figure-four leglock. After the 
rulebreakers fled the ring, Savage stood over his 
father in tears. 

“They can do whatever the hell they want to me,” 
said Savage, his voice reflecting his anger, “but what 
they did to my dad was unforgivable! Flair has gone 
way over the line! | don’t have a choice! He’s gonna 
pay for this in blood, | promise you—and him—that!” 

“Hey, the old man had no right to be in that ring!” 
the “Nature Boy” responded. “Poffo’s an old pro; he 
knows how dangerous it gets. If that had been his 
enemy’s father, Savage would’ve done the same 
thing!” 

Savage proved he was prepared to back up his 
words when he attacked Flair as the 10-time former 
world champion was getting out of his limousine 
before a scheduled bout at Atlanta’s Center Stage 
Theater. The word among WCW wrestlers is to stay 
out of the “Macho Man’s” way as he chases Flair—or 
risk being a victim yourself! 

Flair has a potential problem on another front as 
well. Several sources report there is growing tension 
between him and Anderson, his cohort and former 
compatriot in The Four Horsemen. 

“Arn doesn't expect a return to the days of the 
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Horsemen,” said one source close to both men, “but 
he does expect Flair to treat him as an equal, and 
that is just not happening. Flair treats Arn like a lack- 
ey, which is interesting when you consider that Flair 
always criticizes Hogan for doing that to his friends.” 

Anderson, while admitting that the relationship 
between him and Flair is “less than perfect,” says 
there is no major problem as he sees it. 

“As long as Ric Flair understands who | am and 
what | stand for,” said Arn, “there should be no prob- 
lem. Let’s just leave it at that.” 

The World tag team title changed hands at 
Slamboree as The Nasty Boys recaptured the belts 
from Harlem Heat. Jerry Sags pinned Booker T 
after pouncing on him with an elbowsmash off the 
top rope. 

Amazingly, the Nastys won despite the fact that for 
the first nine minutes of the bout, Sags wrestled alone. 
Before the pay-per-view card, The Blue Bloods— 


we 


Would this woman 

~ look good on the 

‘ arm of-Dave Sul- 

livan? Sullivan says 

he’d love to date 

The Diamond Doll, 

_ the valet of “Dia- 

| mond” Dallas Page; 

Page says it'll 
never happen. 
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Gordon Solie was smiling and 
crying at Slamboree. He was one 
of seven men inducted into the 
WCW Hall Of Fame this year. 
Unlike the other six, he didn’t 
know about it in advance, 


Bobby “Earl Robert” Eaton and Lord Steven 
Regal—ambushed Brian Knobs, who recovered in 
time to help his partner regain the championship. 

“Me and Sags proved again we’re the nastiest 
team in wrestling!” Knobs screamed. “We’re done 
with Harlem Heat; now it’s time to ‘Nasticize’ The 
Blue Bloods! Those snobs think their you-know-what 
don’t stink, but after a few run-ins with us, their noses 
won't be turned up, they'll be broken—along with the 
rest of their bones!” 

“All Earl Robert and | did,” Regal asserted, “was de- 
monstrate that we, rather than those awful Nasty Boys, 
deserved that World championship bout. | trust that 
finally we will be considered proper contenders now.” 

Kevin Sullivan, flush with arrogance after his 
Slamboree victory over Brutus “The Butcher With 
No Name” Beefcake, is forming a new stable: The 
Dungeon Of Doom. The members are Avalanche, 
Kamala, and Paul White. 

“He’s an amazing young athlete,” Sullivan, who is 
now calling himself The Taskmaster, said of White, 
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a 7'2" newcomer. “He’s big and powerful 
and his future is limitless, especially with 
The Taskmaster leading the way. White 
and the rest of my big men are helping 
me ensure that Hogan and Savage and 
all their followers don’t take over this fed- 
eration.” 

Sullivan’s brother, Dave, has a much 
smaller concern. He is attempting to win 
the affection of The Diamond Doll, the 
gorgeous valet of “Diamond” Dallas 
Page. Dave regularly has the fans pass 
her stuffed animals and love notes he 
writes, and Page is ticked off. 

“That big lummox is playing with fire!” 
he roared. “If he doesn’t back off pronto, 
I'll shove one of those stupid dime-store 
stuffed animals down his throat, and | 
don’t care if Hulk Hogan is his friend! Be- 
sides, The Diamond Doll won't give him 
the time of day! Let him try to find a date 
at the zoo!” Page also has a new body- 
guard, Max Muscle, watching his back. 

In other notable matches at Slam- 
boree, The Great Muta successfully 
defended his IWGP heavyweight title 
when he pinned Paul Orndorff following 
a moonsault, and Sting defeated Big 
Bubba Rogers by submission to the 
scorpion deathlock in a lights-out match. 
Sting, by the way, seems headed toward a confronta- 
tion with Meng, who is managed by Col. Robert 
Parker. At Slamboree, Meng wrestled Road Warrior 
Hawk to a double-countout. 

Aside from Poffo, the WCW Hall of Fame 
inductees honored at Slamboree were Dusty 
Rhodes, Antonio Inoki, Terry Funk, Wahoo 
McDaniel, Big John Studd (strange, considering he 
made most of his impact in the WWF), and broad- 
caster Gordon Solie, who was informed of the honor 
by Rhodes after he introduced the other inductees! 
Solie was so overwhelmed that he broke down and 
cried. 

| have been an admirer of Solie’s work for many 
years. When | started in this business nine years 
ago, | told Bill Apter that the one person | looked for- 
ward to meeting more than any wrestler was Gordon 
Solie. Finally meeting him was a terrific thrill. He is 
the best, and truly deserved the Hall Of Fame honor. 
Congratulations to Gordon, and all of the other 
inductees. O 
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ATTENTION ALL HULKAMANIACS 
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THE HULK HOGAN HOTLINE! 
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Hulk Hogan, Hulkster, and Hulkamania are trademarks of the Marvel Entertainment Group Inc. licensed exclusively to World Championship Wrestling, Inc. 
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If he can finally beat 
Hulk Hogan, Ric Flair 
has a chance to make 
history. But by losing 
to him—again and 
again—he has a chance 
to rewrite ti ... without 


the happy ending 


By Chris Bernucca 


Whether it a hunger to solidi- 

fy his reputation, an obses- 
sion with the sport, or just a thirst 
for competition, Ric Flair is back in 
the ring.-And he returns with a sin- 
gular goal: to defeat Hulk Hogan 
and win another WCW World 
championship. 

But in going for the gold one 
more time, Flair is mortgaging the 
previous 10 world titles he has won. 
He is gambling his rightful place in 
wrestling history. And he is taking 
a tremendous chance that his leg- 
end will become laughingstock. 

Flair believes he must beat 
Hogan in order to be remembered 
as the greatest wrestler who ever 
lived. Or perhaps he is going after 
Hogan simply because his highly 
competitive spirit tells him he has 
to even the score. Or maybe he is 
trying to destroy Hogan because 
he could not stand being humiliat- 
ed in front of millions of WCW fans 
at Hogan’s expense. 

Whatever the reason, there 
aren't too many who understand 
Flair—or have confidence in him. 

“He should just walk away,” 
said Sting, who indicated that he 
has the utmost respect for what 
Flair has accomplished in the ring. 
“| mean, what's left to prove? The 
guy has won 10 world titles. 


J UST CALL HIM Risk Flair. 


Fall/1995 


Ric Flair does not need to beat Hulk Hogan to solidify his status as an all-time great. 
That’s the opinion of most wrestling experts-whom Fiair is ignoring. 


The “Nature Boy” looked old and weary against Savage and Hogan at Slamboree, not 
strong and rested. No one wants to see him wrestle if he’s going to embarrass himself. 
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Flair eyes the crowd while Vader batters Savage. It’s too bad he still believes he has 


something to prove to those fans-and to himself. 


People talk about me like I’m 
something special, and I’ve won 
three. Let it go.” 

“| don’t understand him,” said 
Rick Steamboat, who retired last 
year after suffering a back injury. 
“He’s probably still got a few years 
in front of him, he’s got a family, 
and he has more money than he 
can spend. He’s always going to 
be Ric Flair, one of the all-time 
greats. Or at least he should 
always be. But if he keeps this up, 
he’s going to end up Ric Flair, one 
of the all-time greats who didn’t 
know when to quit. And that will 
hurt more than whatever's bother- 
ing him now.” 

Of course, there is one person 
who believes Flair is doing the 
right thing. 

“When | beat Hogan—and | will 
beat him—it will be 11th heaven,” 
said Flair, who is clearly so con- 
sumed by his mission that he has 
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already given it a name. “It will be 
worth more than all 10 of my world 
titles put together. Because | will 
have come back from re- 
tirement—given up for 
dead!—and beat the man 
who they say couldn’t be 
beat.” 

Last year, Flair lost title 
match after title match to 
Hogan. The first one cost | 
him his 10th world title. 
The second was a well- 
deserved rematch. So 
was the third ... and 
fourth ... and so on. The 
last one was a retirement 
match that sent Flair 
packing ... until he peti- 
tioned the WCW board of 
directors for permission to 
return. And got it—with a 


As of press time, he had been 
in the same ring with Hogan only 
a few times since his reinstate- 
ment—the most notable of which 
was a tag team match at Slam- 
boree that saw Hogan and Randy 
Savage absolutely destroy Flair 
and Big Van Vader. The match 
ended with Hogan legdropping and 
pinning Flair, a man who contin- 
ues to ignore some very plain 
facts staring him right in the face. 

“That was a tag match,” Flair 
explained. “He got plenty of rest, 
and he looked like he needed it. 
When it’s me and him for the title, 
there won’t be any of his biddy- 
buddies to give him a breather.” 

But lately, it has been Flair 
who looks like he needs a 
breather. The fortysomething 
superstar used his vast edge in 
experience to barely defeat 18- 
year-old phenom Alex Wright in a 
second-round match in the U.S. 
heavyweight title tournament. 
And he had his hands full in the 
first round with The Patriot, a 
well-conditioned foe with a decid- 


little help from the man Hiroshi Hase is one of the few men Flair has beaten 


who sent him into retire- 
ment. 


since his return. With the way he’s going, he could 
start embarrassing himself in both Japan and the 
United States. 
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Sting has been a Flair enemy for most of his career; even he is practically in awe of 
what the “Nature Boy” has accomplished. But “The Stinger” questions the wisdom 


of Flair’s return. 


ed edge in athleticism. Flair was 
only able to win after some timely 
assistance from “biddy-buddy” 
Arn Anderson. 

“Arn looks out for me the same 
way Duggan and Savage look out 
for Hogan,” Flair said. “He has a 
lot more people watching out for 
him than I’ve got for me. | don’t 
have any buddies in the commis- 
sioner’s office, either, if you know 
what | mean.” 

It is understandable if Flair 
doesn’t see things quite the way 
Sting, Steamboat, and a majority 
of observers do. He is a very 
proud man and still the best judge 
of his own abilities. Less than two 
years ago, the wrestling world 
gave him no chance against 
Vader, and he pulled off one of 
the biggest upsets in the history of 
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the sport to avoid retirement and 
win his 10th world title. He is at his 
best when the whole world is 
against him. 


Flair’s legendary figure-four leglock began last 
year. Soon, if Flair doesn’t retire or improve a lot in the ring, he could be remem- 
bered as just a great wrestler, and not a legend. 


But if Flair can’t look at himself 
honestly, then perhaps he should 
look at history. For every George 
Foreman returning to score the 
big. knockout, there is a Mu- 
hammad Ali, who returned to take 
an embarrassing beating from 
Larry Holmes. A willing spirit is 
nice, but speed and skill are far 
more important. 

In fact, if Flair wanted a real 
barometer of what he is up 
against, all he had to do was turn 
on TBS, the same station that 
broadcasts WCW Saturday Night 
and WCW Main Event. There 
was Michael Jordan, with 
absolutely nothing to prove, com- 
ing out of retirement with the 
desire to soar again. Although he 
had his moments, he never did 
get totally airborne, and some of 
the luster has worn off his leg- 
end. 

“Jordan had teammates, and 
they let him down,” said 
Anderson. “Wrestling’s an individ- 
ual sport, and no one believes 
more in himself than Ric. You 
watch: He’s gonna beat Hogan 


and get the gold again.” 
For Flairs sake, we can only hope 
he is not chasing fool’s gold. O 
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STING vs. BIG BUBBA ROGERS: As much 
as he would have liked to, Bubba 
wasn’t able to just toss the “Stinger” 
around the ring at will (left). He also 
couldn’t come up with a counter for 
Sting’s scorpion deathlock (above). 


THE NASTY BOYS vs. HARLEM HEAT: When Booker T 
and Stevie Ray doubled the Heat they put on Jerry 
Sags, he just had to hope Ray’s kick did minimal 
damage (below). But when it was just Booker T he 
had to contend with, Sags had no trouble throwing 
him for a loop (right). 


SLAMBOREE ’95 
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WAHOO McDANIEL vs. DICK MURDOCH: Though theirs was 
deemed a legends match, McDaniel and Murdoch both 
showed they have a lot of fight left in them. McDaniel was 
the aggressor, ramming Murdoch into a tumbuckle (left) 
and following up with a chop (above). 


BRUTUS BEEFCAKE vs. KEVIN SULLIVAN: The Man With No 
Name’s right knee only weakened Sullivan slightly 
(above). And a sleeperhold applied in the middie of the 
ring didnt put him out, either (righi). 
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ARN ANDERSON vs. ALEX WRIGHT: “Das 
Wunderkind” found that one way to 
escape Anderson’s clutches is with a 
backflip (left). He found no escape when 
Arm backed him into the ropes (below). 


THE GREAT MUTA vs. PAUL ORNDORFF: “Mr. Wonderful” didn’t 
feel so terrific when he was stuck in the IWGP heavyweight 
champ’s side headlock (above). He felt a little better when 


he successfully completed a vertical suplex {right). 
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BIG VAN VADER & RIC FLAIR vs. HULK HOGAN & RANDY 
SAVAGE: The “Hulkster” discovered early on that going 
punch for punch with Vader is a bad idea (left). Then 
again, as the WCW World champ found out later, maybe it 
isn’t (below). 


Savage and Hogan doubie-teamed Vader effectively during 
the match (left), but the most devastating double-team took 
place after the bout was over, when Flair and Anderson got 
in some very cheap shots against Angelo Poffo (below). 
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LEA WAIGHT WRONGED! 


Everybody seemed to want to 


( give Alex Wright credit for a 
& solid performance against Arn 


Anderson at Slamboree ’95. 


Everyone, that is, except 


the TV champion himself 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


HE LOOK ON his face said, “I’m 
going to kill you,” then quickly 
changed to, “Aren’t you the 
fool?” It was a change of expressions 
befitting a TV champion and belittling 
the hapless challenger. Arn Anderson is 
a man who knows that certain roles 
demand certain attitudes, and 
on this night, the wily veter- 
an was playing to the 
cameras in a command 
performance at Slam- 

boree 95. 

The members of the 
media surrounding his 
locker lobbed one soft 

question after another at 
Arn before one reporter final- 
ly threw in a tough one. 

“Hey Arn,” the reporter 
barked. “Why'd it take you so 
long to pin Wright? Almost 12 

minutes on my watch, and he’s 
just a rookie. You were winning 
titles when he was in preschool, 
for Heaven’s sake!” 

Anderson initially seemed 
caught off-guard, which was to 
be expected after he heard a 
series of questions like “What's it 
like to be TV champion again?” 
and “How do you like the St. 
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Petersburg-Tampa area?” But 
Anderson has been through 
enough postmatch question-and- 
answer sessions to know that the 
right answer can be as important 
as the right hold or move ina 
close match. Anderson rarely talks 
to the media; what he does do— 
and what he is a master at—is talk 
to his opponents through the 
media. 

“Wright was no problem,” Arn 
said. “He was mine anytime | 
wanted him.” 

“So why'd it take you so long?” 
the same reporter barked. “Did 
you like his good looks? Did you 
want to dance with him a little 
longer or something?” 

Anderson maintained the same 
stolid expression, although later a 
few reporters swear they saw 
steam rising from his ears. 

“That just goes to show what 
you know about wrestling,” 
Anderson said. “You're a regular 
comedian, aren’t you, my friend? 
Tell me one thing, smart man: 
What did | have to gain by beating 
Wright in a minute, or even less 
than that?” 

Nobody answered, which was 
fine, because Anderson didn’t 
want an answer. He just kept right 
on talking. 

“lf | went into that ring and just 
beat him in a heartbeat, everybody 
would have said it was a fluke, and 
Wright would've demanded a 
rematch,” Anderson — said. 
“Probably would’ve gotten it, too, 
knowing the way the fools operate 
in this federation. There was noth- 
ing to gain. Besides, everybody’s 
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Arn wasn’t impressed 


by Wright’s kicks or 


his leaping ability. He 
said he was ready for 
everything “Das Wun- 
derkind” threw at him 
and could have ended 
the match whenever 
he wanted to. That 
seems hard to believe. 


Photos by Jim Varsillone 
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A top-rope dropkick sent Anderson fiy- 
ing to the mat and boosted Wright’s 
confidence, making him feel like he had 
what it took to win the TV title. Just part 
of the master plan, bragged Am! 


For the most part, Wright had a 
counter for every move or hold 
Anderson used. Arn claims his 
young rival is too predictable. 
Maybe it’s Arn who’s becoming 
predictable! 
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always telling me what a great 
young wrestler this German kid is. 
Well, | wanted to see for myself. 
“Now l|’ve got the kid’s play- 
book. He fell for the oldest trick in 
the book. He actually thought he 
had me just where he wanted me.” 


Nothing gets the media into 
their hound dog state 
like a wrestler who 
doesn’t seem to be 
answering questions 
honestly. Reporters 
who previously had 
very little of sub- 
stance to ask sud- 
denly get hot on the 
trail and start picking 
away at the subject. 
Bored reporters ask 
soft questions. In- 
terested reporters get 


to work. 

“Now wait a second, Arn,” 
another reporter asked. “You're 
telling us that you were playing 
possum the whole time?” 

“That's right, | was playing pos- 
sum,” Arn responded tersely. 
“Why not? Wright never had a 
chance to beat me. He’s too 
young, too inexperienced, and too 
damn confident. He’s full of him- 
self. He thinks he’s got it all, so 
he’s too stupid to know what | 
know from experience. When | see 
a kid like that jumping into the ring 
thinking like he owns the world, | 
feel like breaking his neck just to 
teach him a lesson. But what's the 
point? Now he’s still confident, and 
he still thinks he can beat me. The 
next time he faces me, he’s not 
going to change a thing. That’s 
why he’ll never beat me, because | 
know everything he’s going to do.” 

Wright, “Das Wunderkind” from 
Berlin, Germany, apparently had 
Anderson on the run for nearly 10 
minutes before Arn reversed his 
fortunes and scored the pin follow- 
ing a nasty DDT at the 11:36 
mark. The match was one of the 
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highlights of Slamboree: skilled 
youngster vs. skilled veteran, up- 
and-comer vs. man who’s already 
been there. It was fascinating to 
watch. 

Thing was, if you reviewed the 
videotape of the bout, you saw 
nothing to indicate that Anderson 
had played possum with Wright. 
The young German came very 
close to pinning Anderson on sev- 
eral occasions and certainly had 
his older, slower opponent on the 
run. If that was Arn’s idea of play- 
ing possum, he might have even 
fooled himself—or possibly under- 
estimated Wright. 

Even so, Anderson was in no 
mood to give Wright even a 
smidgen of credit, and that’s 
where Alex was wronged. A gen- 
erous winner usually validates his 
victory by increasing the face 
value of his opponent. By belittling 
Wright, Anderson belittled 
his victory, but Wright 
wasn’t buying Anderson’s 
line. 

“He knows the truth, 
and | know the truth,” 
Wright said. “Besides, | 
know he thinks he knows 
everything | do, but | tell 
you: He hasn’t seen half 
of what I’m capable of, and 
if he thinks I’m not trying 
to get better every day, 
he’s dead wrong. | always 
work on improving my 
skills. The next time Ander- 
son faces me, he’s going 
to see things he never 
saw before. Is he going to 
play possum then?” 

Not then, and probably 
not before. Wright’s on 
the verge of a major 
breakthrough. Anderson’s 
possum may soon be 
road kill. O 
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The videotape shows that 
the German rookie domi- 
nated about 90 percent of 
the match; he blocked 
Arn’s kick (above) and 
kept him at bay with a 
headlock (left). Now he 
wants a rematch-which is 
just what Anderson want- 
ed to avoid. 
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HEIGHT: 6'3" 

WEIGHT: 283 

YEARS PRO: 4 
HOMETOWN: Boston, MA 
MAJOR TITLES HELD: 
Pacific Northwest tag team 
(with The Grappler, twice, 
1990) 

BIGGEST STRENGTHS: 
Leg strength, circle of fan 
favorite friends 

BIGGEST WEAKNESS: 
Childlike nature 

FAVORITE MANEUVER: 
Bearhug 

CLOSEST ALLY: Hulk Hogan 
MOST HATED OPPONENT: 
“Diamond” Dallas Page 
BIGGEST MATCH: Teamed 
with Hulk Hogan and Sting to 
beat Kevin Sullivan, Brutus 
Beefcake, and Avalanche, 
November 16, 1994 
IMMEDIATE GOAL: Get a 
date with The Diamond Doll 
LONG-RANGE GOAL: Geta 
shot at the WCW TV 

or U.S. titles 

HE SAID: “| want to thank all 
the fans for their support; 

| always do my best for them.” 
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INTRODUCTION 3 


A special (and violent, disgusting, revolting ...) section is born = 


THE SHEIK VS. TERRY FUNK 
What happens when you let a crazy old man play with fire 


KEVIN SULLIVAN VS. YUKIHIRO KANEMURA 
Sullivan + spike = plenty of pain and bloodshed 


ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER VS. BLACKJACK MULLIGAN 
It takes a tough, ornery Texan to go toe to toe with a Sudanese madman 


THE SHEEPHERDERS VS. THE FANTASTICS 
Luke Williams and Butch Miller were not always so nice 


AXL ROTTEN VS. IAN ROTTEN 
When British brothers go to war, things get ugly ... and bloody 


DICK THE BRUISER VS. RAMON TORRES 
On a stormy night in Texas, a legendary battle took place 


MR. ONITA & TARZAN GOTO VS. THE SHEIK & SABU 
A barbed-wire fire match in Jagan—enough said 


BRUISER BRODY VS. ONE MAN GANG 
One man was never enough to stop Brody in the ring 


IVAN KOLOFF VS. THE SHEIK 
They hated each other more than they hated America 


FRED BLASSIE VS. JOHN TOLOS 
An award ceremony leads to carnage 


PARTING SHOT 
A whack with a cane can’t put The Sandman to sleep 
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HE STORIES YOU are 
about to read were a night- 
mare to put together. The 
staff of WRESTLE AMERICA spent 
weeks rummaging through the 
photo files in our suburban 
Philadelphia offices, searching for 
the most disgusting and graphic 
photos we’ve ever published. Trust 
us when we Say it was a very diffi- 
cult and very unpleasant experi- 
ence; more than a few lunches 
(and dinners!) were skipped during 
those few weeks. 

We hope you're just as disgust- 
ed as we are. 

The sport of professional 
wrestling is always exciting and 
often graceful. Few things in the 
world are more beautiful than a 
perfectly executed dropkick or 
moonsault, or a plan of scientific 
wrestling that is carried out to per- 
fection. 

But sometimes wrestling is just 
plain violent. There’s no getting 
away from that fact that the sport 
that we love often turns animalis- 
tic. The superstars that we admire 
often turn into savage animals. 

Welcome to the jungle, where 
wrestling’s sadists roam free and 
rule ... where blood flows freely, 
bones break easily, and burning 
hatred is the most common emo- 
tion. 

This is a land run by animals 


like The Sheik, Abdullah the 
Butcher, Fred Blassie, Terry Funk, 
Bruiser Brody, One Man Gang, 
and a couple of British brothers 
who are Rotten to the core. There 
is nothing pretty about the way 
they wrestle. Subtlety is not part of 
their game plans. 

You are about to read about the 
most vile, the most disgusting, the 
most violent matches ever wres- 
tled. These are matches the WWF 
and WCW would probably heavily 
censor before presenting to TV 
alidiences. Not for the squeamish 
or weak of heart, these matches 
are wrestling at its worst ... some 
might say at its best. 

So take a deep breath. Make 
certain you haven’t eaten anything 
over the past hour or two. Take a 
walk outside, sit down under your 
favorite shade cactus, and sip ona 
pint of rattlesnake juice. Prepare 
for a violent walk down memory 
lane. Some of the matches you're 
about to read about took place 
decades ago, but they have 
become a permanent part of our 
memories. 

It’s not easy to forget when 
humans do these kinds of things to 
other humans. And this is a sec- 
tion that will stay with you for a 
long time ... perhaps even in the 
revolting nightmares that might 
never go away. 
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Violent Bc 
er Seen! 
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Terry Funk 
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Sheik tums up the heat on Funk 


unk and Sheik battled in Japan 
recently. Just another day at 
the matches, a couple of veter- 
an going through their paces, right? 

Yeah, right! 

Sheik hit first—and hit hard. Did 
he do any serious damage? You 
might say he did. He set Funk’s leg 
on fire! 

There are no limits to the mayhem 
when two crazy old battlehorses with 
more than 70 years of pro experi- 
ence between them enter the ring. 
This match took place in 1994, and 
at their relatively advanced ages, 
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Funk (50) and Sheik (69) had sur- 
vived so much madness that they 
obviously considered themselves 
invincible. Even worse, they had long 
ago developed a reckless disregard 
for their opponents. 

It’s the recipe for a memorable 
match. 

The main course of mayhem on 
this night began with a match stipula- 
tion: The victor had to win by knock- 
out. The Sheik decided to singe and 
mutilate. 

You see, this madman is one mad 
man. Back in the States, Funk was 
feuding with young Sabu, The Sheik’s 
protege. When Sabu accompanied 
Sheik to the ring, everybody knew 
something wild was going to happen. 

The match started out with the usual 
brawling, fighting outside the ring, eye- 
gouging, finger-poking, and profuse 
bleeding. They brawled and they bled 
until The Sheik brought out the fire. 

This shocking incident happened 
so quickly that, at first, nobody real- 
ized what was going on. The Sheik 
took out a can of what appeared to be 
lighter fluid and poured the contents 
on Funk’s leg. Funk didn’t have time 
to react when The Sheik lit a torch and 
touched it to his leg. The leg went up 
in flames as Funk, stricken with hor- 
ror, scrambled to put out the blaze. 

“| just couldn’t believe what was 
going on,” Funk said. “I was almost in 
shock. | guess some force inside me 
took over and made sure | got that 
damn fire put out right away.” 
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Sheik sticks a fork in Funk, but he’s not done 


But the sickening odor of scorched 
flesh lingered in the air long after the 
match. And for Funk, the horrifying 
memory of that night has lasted far 
longer than the fleeting thrill of victo- 
ry, which he somehow attained. 
There’s no forgetting the night your 
leg was lit on fire. 


4) 
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Dr. Sullivan makes his first incision... 
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ukihiro Kanemura thought he 

had come to the United 

States for revenge. It turned 
out to be a kamikaze mission, which 
should have come as no surprise— 
because his opponent was Kevin 
Sullivan. 

Sullivan, one of the most violent 
rulebreakers in history, had recently 
returned from a tour of Japan in 
which he wreaked so much havoc on 
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his Japanese opponents that he out- 
raged just about everyone in that 
island nation—particularly those 
grapplers in the W*ING promotion. 
One Japanese wrestler after another 
fell and was injured at Sullivan’s 
hands, and W*ING felt defenseless to 
do anything about it. 

So, shortly after Sullivan returned 
to the U.S., Kanemura was dis- 
patched on a plane to Tennessee for 
a showdown with the destructive 
American. 

Kanemura should have stayed 
home. After his March 1, 1993, match 
with Sullivan in Sevier- 
ville, Tennessee, was 
stopped, Kanemura had 
to be hospitalized and 
patched up with 10 
Stitches in his head and 
58 in his left arm! He 
had been horribly spiked 
by Sullivan! 

The match started 
like your run-of-the-mill 
bloodbath. Sullivan 
jumped Kanemura be- 
fore the bell and opened 
cuts on his forehead. 
Though drenched in 
blood, Kanemura mount- 
ed a courageous come- 
back and regained con- 
trol of the bout until 
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Sullivan sunk about as far as a man 


can go. 

Sullivan pulled out a sharp spike 
and sunk it into Kanemura from head 
to waist. He opened a six-inch long 
cut on his arm, and another deep 
gash on Kanemura’s head. The sight 
disgusted many fans, some of whom 
either turned away or walked outside 
to get some fresh air. , 

Kanemura’s mission was.hardly 
accomplished. ‘ 


~»-then just keeps on digging in! 


Abby clouds 
Mulligan’s vision 
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ou could count on one hand 
Vive number of times Abdullah 
The Butcher has been butch- 
ered by an opponent. Not cut or 


merely busted open, but totally and , 


brutally butchered. 


The 360-pound madman from the — 
Sudan is one of the most recklessly | 
brutal wrestlers in the sport’s history; — 


his disregard for human life is both 


legendary and frightening. His 


favorite weapons are pencils, steel 


spikes, and sharp fingernails—and — 
there’s very little an opponent can do ~ 
when Abdullah gets that terrifying, 


vacant look in his eyes. 


In September 1983, however, 


Abdullah found himself face to face 


with a determined redneck who ~ 


refused to believe that Abby was a 
better man than he. Blackjack 
Mulligan, a wrestler who over time 
has feuded with both of his wrestling 
sons, was neither scared nor intimi- 
dated by Abdullah. 

“Never been to the Sudan,” 
Mulligan said. “Never plan to go. And 
| don’t know how they make men in 
the Sudan, but you can’t tell me that 
any one of them stacks up to a red- 
blooded American, especially a dirty 
Texan like me.” 

One man from the Sudan couldn’t 
match up on this night. Mulligan 
matched Abdullah animalistic act for 
animalistic act in a brawl that took 
place mostly outside of the ring. Even 
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*when Abdullah backed Mulligan into 
the ropes and raked his dirty fingers 
across his opponent’s eyes, 
Blackjack refused to give in. He bat- 
tled back ferociously and smashed 
Abdullah’s head into the steel barrier, 
reopening one of the many cuts on 
Abdullah’s scarred forehead. Ab- 
dullah bit Blackjack, and Blackjack bit 
back. For the most part, the referee 
stood clear of the brawl and let brutal- 
ity take over, praying things wouldn’t 
get too far out of hand. 

He finally called for a double-dis- 
qualification, but that didn’t end the car- 
nage. Abdullah and Blackjack fought 
long after the bell and into the night. 
Neither animal knew when to stop. 


ss 7 "Blackjack makes good use of a barrier 
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Butch Miller loses 
some serious blood 
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he Fantastics were Bobby Fulton 
| and Tommy Rogers. The Sheep- 
herders were Luke Williams and 
Butch Miller. You know the Sheeps 
now as the carefree, fun-loving Bush- 
whackers in the WWF. But unless you 
saw them battle in the now-defunct 
UWF, you have no idea what kind of 
extreme brutality they’re capable of. 

There was more on the line than the 
UWF tag team title whenever The 
Fantastics battled The Sheepherders. It 
was a feud of magical intensity and 
mythical violence in which The Sheep- 
herders—angry at those Americans 
who had stolen their parents’ land back 
in New Zealand—took out their frustra- 
tions on The Fantastics. Better yet, this 
feud matched two teams that had 
something to prove to the world. 

But that’s a thin explanation for the 
kind of violence that broke out on a 
June 1986 night in Houston, Texas, 
when The Fantastics and The 
Sheepherders met in a match that 
never should have happened: a 
barbed-wire match. 

It was disgusting. The sharp, pointed 
barbed wire cut thin, painful slices in 
the wrestlers’ bodies, and quickly 
turned the match into a grisly blood- 
bath. Miller and Williams, already, 
known for their thirst for blood and guts, 
didn’t hesitate in raking their oppo- 
nents’ faces across the wire. Before 
long, Fulton and Rogers got into the 
spirit, too. 

Jim Ross, who called the match for 
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Luke Williams is having fun now 


UWF television, once said he was so 
sickened by the match that he was 
nearly compelled to abandon his broad- 
cast station. But there is something 
strangely compelling about sickeningly 
violent acts—something that forces 
people to stay and watch. 

Ross, however, didn’t stick around 
for the postmatch tetanus shots. We 
wouldn’t have, either. 
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Ax| Rotten vs. 


lan Rotten has never been choked quite like this! 


for a long time, you’ve probably 

noticed that the most brutal 
feuds are those between former 
tag team partners or friends. 

Worst of all, though, are the 
family feuds, such as the one 
that’s still taking place in the WWF 
between Owen and Bret Hart ... 
and, in particular, the one in ECW 
between Axi and lan Rotten. 

The roots of this feud stretch 
back only to January 7, 1995, 
when lan attacked his brother and 
proudly announced, “He’s not my 
brother anymore.” Their feud 
came to a bloody head on 
February 25, 1995, when they met 
in a baseball-bat-on-a-pole match 
at ECW Arena in Philadelphia. 

By the way, the bat just hap- 
pened to be wrapped in barbed 
wire! 


f you’ve been watching wrestling 
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The pictures, many more of 
which were printed in the August 
1995 edition of Pro Wrestling 
Iilustrated, tell the story better than 
words ever could. One of the most 
horrifying sights in the history of 
wrestling photojournalism is the 
image of Axl lying on the mat with 
his legs spread and the baseball 
bat sticking out of his right leg; the 
barbed wire had become tangled 
in his skin. 

lan still laughs when he sees 
that photo. 

Axl used the barbed-wire bat to 
choke lan. Both men swung might- 
ily with the bat when they got their 
hands on it and connected with 
sickening thuds. It was gruesome. 
Even the usually hard-to-sicken 
ECW fans were taken aback by 
the violence. It actually seemed 
like a break in the brutality when 
the match spilled outside of the 
ring ... and Axl slammed his broth- 
er into a metal chair. 

“Here’s the amazing part,” said 
Photo Editor Jason Ross Lavin, 
who took pictures of the match for 
PWI. “The fans actually helped Ax| 
slam lan into the chair! And they 
were all smiling! To me, that was 
almost as bad as people urging a 
man to jump off a bridge!” 

lan and Axi were both given 
precautionary tetanus shots after 
the match. 

And by the way, Axl won. 
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lan digs in against his brother 
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Ramon forres 


he film has become discolored 

now, and the photos have a 
slightly red tint to them. Very 

little has been saved for prosperity 
from the night Dick The Bruiser bat- 
tled Ramon Torres in November 
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1964 in San Antonio, Texas. 
But Contributing Editor Matt 
Brock will never forget the 
night. 

“It was storming outside— 
one of those incredible Texas 
storms where you think the 
world’s about to end—but the 
arena was packed anyway,” 
Brock recalled. “Bruiser vs. 
Torres was one of the hottest 
feuds going down in Texas 
back then, and when you say 
a Texas feud is hot, you 
mean it. Especially back then, 
wrestlers down there really 
knew how to battle.” 

Brock stands and walks 
over to a battered old file cab- 
inet, where he pulls out a dog- 
eared notebook. It is marked “1964, 
No. 36.” 

“| still have my notes,” Brock said. 
“| always keep my notes. It’s the sign 
of a good reporter. You never know 
what's going to happen. Anyway, when 
you think about Bruiser, you think 
about a real old-time wrestler. Tough, 
ugly, and big, built like a pickle bar- 
rel. He wrestled for money and pride 
and didn’t give a damn about sport. 
As for Torres, well, he had that 
Hispanic temper, he was a real hot- 
blooded man, and he didn’t like 
Bruiser. 

“| remember the bell ringing, 
Bruiser going after Torres, Torres 
going back after Bruiser, and from 
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Even a bunch of referees couldn’t stop this war 


that point on, they were never more 
than an inch or two from each other, 
and all they did was kick and punch 
and poke and scratch. Torres got his 
head caught in the ropes, and 
Bruiser kicked it like he was going for 
the game-winning field goal. 

“Torres finally got back at Bruiser, 
and it took three refs to tear them 
apart. Three refs! Here you had two 
men who just wanted to hurt each 
other, but these refs were getting in 
their way. 

“| remember one thing. When | left 
the arena after the match, it was still 
storming, but the intensity seemed 
like nothing compared to what | had 
just seen.” 
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Mr. Onita & Tar 
vs. The Sheik & 


he usually conservative Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated called it 
“the most frightening match in 
wrestling history.” Indeed, PW/ was 
being conservative: There are no 
words to describe a barbed-wire 
match in which the ring and the com- 
batants caught fire! 


The action is beginning to heat up ; PWI Japanese correspondent H. 


i 
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Hosaka called the match “20 minutes 
of living hell.” The Sheik and Sabu 
battled Mr. Onita and Tarzan Goto in 
a bout that left the ring smoldering 
and the memory of the event perma- 
nently burned in the minds of those 
who witnessed it. 

Onita and Goto, anxious to rid 
Frontier Martial Arts Wrestling of Sheik 
and Sabu for good, challenged the 
two heartless rulebreakers to a barbed- 
wire fire match. Naturally, Sheik and 
Sabu accepted immediately. 

“The only thing Sheik and Sabu 
understand is violence,” Onita said 
through an interpreter. “That’s why 
Goto and | have to meet these mon- 
sters in a ring surrounded by barbed 
wire and fire.” 

But Goto, Onita, and Frontier 
Martial Arts officials went too 
far. 


and it threatened every fan in 
and around the ringside area,” | 
Hosaka reported. 

The ring ropes were re- 
moved prior to the match and | 
replaced with barbed wire. 
Then kerosene-soaked fabric 
was wrapped around the wire. © 
Sheik strutted to ringside with 


a long torch in his hands and | _ 


threatened to burn several — 
fans. When Sheik got to the 
ring, he was attacked by 
Onita. The match had begun. 
The ring crew lit the rags. 
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Small flames quickly turned into a 
raging inferno. Onita tried to push 
Sheik through the billowing flames, 
but even he couldn’t withstand the 
heat. After two minutes of warfare, a 
ringside doctor realized there was too 
much heat. The four men were bat- 
tling in the fiery depths of Hell itself! 

“Get them out of there!” screamed 
the doctor. All four wrestlers were 
ordered to, the leave the ring. On the 
way out, Sheik received several seri- 
ous burns on his»back. He smiled 
briefly. The four men battled outside 
the ring for a few minutes, but there 
was nobody to watch them. The heat 
had driven the fans back about 35 
rows. 

They viewed the rest of the car- 
nage through the gates of Hell. 


“There was too much fire, PP" 
~~ 


ruiser Brody Vv 
Jne Man Gang | 


e’re almost sad to say it, 
but Bruiser Brody suf- 
fered a death befitting 


his career. It was violent, brutal, 
and meaningless. That’s not so 
say Brody’s career was meaning- 
less, but it was filled with too 
much meaningless violence. 
Brody was one of wrestling’s 
great entertainers, but there was 
nothing funny about the way he 
wrestled. He will go down as per- 
haps wrestling’s greatest brawler 
:.. @man who would do anything 
to win a match. 

On Christmas night 1985, 
Brody wasn’t at all intimidated 
when he walked into the ring in 
Dallas, Texas, and saw 486- 
pound One Man Gang standing in 
front of him. It took more than size 
and strength to beat Brody; the 
only thing that mattered was how 
far his opponent was willing to go 
to win a match. 

Not far enough, as it turned out 
on this day, and not nearly as far 
as Brody went in this memorable 
chain match. The limits of One 
Man Gang’s brutality were 
revealed; Brody’s threshold still 
seemed boundless. 

Brody whipped Gang with the 
chain and wrapped it around his 
forehead. The links of the chain 
dug into One Man Gang’s eyes 
and came dangerously close to 
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ee 


crushing his corneas. Brody let up 
just slightly, enough to move the 
chain a bit higher and open a gash 
above Gang’s eye. It was a sick- 
ening sight. 

“Brody was an animal,” said 
manager Gary Hart, who second- 
ed One Man Gang and eventually 
caused his disqualification. “I had 
no choice but to interfere. | thought 
One Man Gang was tough, but 
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out when Brody gels thal leuk la Bil Oona 


Brody showed me that he was 
tougher that night.” 

And more sadistic. At one point, 
with One Man Gang bleeding pro- 
fusely, Brody wrapped a rope 
around his throat and hung him 
from the ring apron. 

At that point, death might have 
been a preferable option for a big 
man who wasn’t nearly big enough 
to counter Bruiser Brody. 


bide de ere 


Sheik takes a bite out of Koloff 
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he Iron Sheik and Ivan 
Koloff will be forever bound 
by history because they are 
both former WWF World champi- 
ons. Both of them ended long, 
spectacular reigns—Koloff ended 
Bruno Sammartino’s 7'/2-year 
reign in 1971, and Sheik ended 
Bob Backlund’s nearly six-year 
reign in 1983. They were success- 
ful because they were either too 
determined or too stupid to know 
when to quit. 

They were also once tag team 
partners managed by Gene 
Anderson. In late-1980, though, 
the duo fell apart. Try as he might, 
Anderson could do nothing to keep 
the rulebreakers together, and 
when Koloff met Sheik in the ring 
in January 1981 in Richmond, 
Virginia, it was obvious that their 
partnership was history. 

“Sheik was a stupid fool,” 
Koloff recalled. “He did not 
respect me or know what | could 
do to him, but | showed him. | 
showed him good.” 

Koloff won the match, but the 
lasting impression of this show- 
down is red, as in the blood that 
gushed from both men’s bodies. 
But the amount of blood that flows 
isn’t always the measure of a 
match’s brutality. In this case, the 
brutality could be measured in 
cracking bones and stretched 
spines. By the time the match had 
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ended, both men had 
to have realized that 
they were much safer 
together. 

Sheik caught Koloff | 
in an abdominal 
stretch and stretched 

. and stretched ... 
and stretched. He 
probably never would | 
have let go, even after 
the last ounce of | 
breath escaped Ko- © 
loffs body, but Koloff | 
somehow managed to 
reach the ropes. The 
referee forced a break, | 
and Sheik hesitated, 
but fotlowed orders. § 
Later, Sheik caught 
Koloff in another 
abdominal stretch that 
had the “Russian Bear” 
gasping for air, but 


never begging for — ) — 
mercy. In the midst of the carnage... 
“Never beg,” Koloff an abdominal stretch? 


later said. “Never.” 

Koloff fought back with punch- 
es, kicks, and bodyslams, and 
several times rammed Sheik’s 
head into the ringpost. Sheik 
responded by biting so deeply 
into Koloff's arm that muscular tis- 
sue was exposed. Were these 
men really friends just a few 
months ago? 

It was hard to believe. 
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red Blassie vs. 
ohn Tolos 


r 
a 


Blassie finds Tolos’ head to be tasty 


58 WRESTLE AMERICA 


hen is hatred justified? When 
is it perfectly understandable 
for a man to harbor so much 


distaste for another human being that 
it's perfectly reasonable for him to do 
everything in his power to cripple the 
other man? 

Fred Blassie, one of the sport’s leg- 
endary rulebreaking wrestlers and 
managers, thought he had good rea- 
son. Early in 1971, Blassie was receiv- 
ing an award as California’s Wrestler 
Of The Year when ex-tag team partner 
John Tolos threw toxic powder into his 
face and eyes. Tolos, who had beaten 
Blassie for the Americas champi- 
onship, felt he deserved to be Wrestler 
Of The Year. 

Although Blassie suffered severe 
corneal damage to his left eye, he 
recovered sufficiently to battle Tolos in 
a series of matches famous for their 
brutality. This one took place in May 
1971 at the famed Olympic Auditorium 
in Los Angeles. The building was 
packed, the tension was high, and nei- 
ther man spared any emotion in this 
primeval war. 

Blassie tore into Tolos. Blassie, who 
many seriously believed was part can- 
nibal back then (his nickname was 
“The Vampire”), bit huge chunks out of 
Tolos’ forehead, leaving his former 
partner bleeding profusely. Referee 
Johnny Rich was helpless to stop the 
carnage, and neither man wanted him 
to. Tolos fought back and bloodied 
Blassie, but he was far too weak from 
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the loss of blood to be any match for 
Blassie, who oddly enough became 
known as “Classy” Freddie in his days 
as a manager. 

Blassie won the match, but the feud 
hardly ended there. There were more 
brutal matches and lots more blood- 
shed. In time, Tolos would come to 
regret the night he took out his resent- 
ment on the wrong man. It was too 
late by then. Blassie had already come 
up with the answer to Tolos’ real ques- 
tion: How far will you go to get 
revenge against the man who tried to 
steal your sight? 

As far as possible, Blassie said, and 
by any means necessary. 


Don’t get trapped in a comer against Blassie 
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f may as well have. Sandee is the eadliaties genius Whee 
came up with the idea of caning matches in ECW last 
_ summer, and he’s been bringing a rattan cane to the ring — 
with him ever since. And as good as he is at whacking | 
others, his night of wrestling is never complete unless he | 
takes a few shots himself! : 


“DUSTY RHODES vs. \ 
" TULLY BLANCHARD 


— 


xl Wee ee . 

| Who wouldn’t be willing to shed “Mi > 
la pint or two of blood in a nasty 
barbed-wire match if a bag con- , 
taining $100,000 in cash was 
suspended above the ring? 
Dusty bled more than Tully, but &@ 
he walked away from the matcha 8 
rich man! 


¥. 


G = NIKITA KOLOFF vs. 


. WORLD. TITLE 


Seeeseseesseserecese SSCHH HSE SSTSHSSEETHHSOOS HEE SSSEEEESESESSEESESSTESSEEESSOSEEES 


1. 1 Diese - 3 I How's the elbow? 
2. Sid Vicious + 1 2 Don’t call him “Psycho” 
3. Bret Hart + I l A racist? No way! 
4. The Undertaker - 10 3 More Corporate problems 
5. Bam Bam Bigelow + 2 4 Career has new life 
6. Shawn Michaels = 2 3 Watch out, Sid! 
7. Hakushi = 1 7 Token out by a “Hitman” 
8. Kama = 1 8 Getting buried 
9. Tatanka - 13 4 Lousy rulebreaker 

10. Adam Bomb = I 10 Has been defused 


ae TAG TRAM. 


1 Unlikely nko | 


| 1 1 Hari/Yokozuna + = 


1 
2. Luger/Smith + 2 2 Allied and powerful 
3. Smokin’ Gunns . 6 l Had their day 
4. Men On A Mission = 2 4 Being bad has done no good 
5. Eli/Jacob Blu . 2 4 Go back to the hills 
ali lala ie PeCeoeosereroeseressseseneoes Seoresseseseesseosesassoos eoce 
1. Jeff Jarrett = 2 l How is he still champ? 
2. Razor Ramon = 7 1 Helped by an old friend 
3. Bob Holly + l 3 Has those engines revving 
4. Aldo Montoya - l 4 Improving fast 
5. Jean-Pierre Lafitte = l 5 From Quebecer to pirate 


M=momentum; Cl=consecutive issues in ratings; 12-IH=i 2-issue high 


Sid Vicious Hakushi Adam Bomb 
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BAM BAM 
BIGELOW 


After Bam Bam Bigelow was 
thoroughly embarrassed by 
former professional football 
player Lawrence Taylor at 
WrestleMania XI, plenty of 
experts and fans expected 
Bam Bam Bigelow to continue 
sinking into the bowels of 
obscurity. Instead, Bigelow 


has regrouped and returned 
with a vengeance. 

The “Beast From The East” 
has escaped from Ted 
DiBiase’s crumbling Corpo- 
ration. Since the end of his 


corporate days, he has destroy- 
ed current Corporation mem- 
bers Irwin R. Schyster, Tatan- 
ka, and “Psycho” Sid Vicious. 

Bigelow has now become a 
huge favorite with the fans. He 
has made no excuses for his 
WrestleMania loss; in fact, the 
loss forced him to take a long 
look at his career and figure 
out what he needed to do to 
become a better wrestler. 
Bigelow is now determined to 
bankrupt the entire Corpo- 
ration, and he’s enlisted the 
help of his new tag team part- 
ner, WWF World champion 
Diesel. 

Bigelow’s loss at Wrestle- 
Mania XI may prove to have 
been the best thing that has 
ever happened to him. 


WF WORLD CHAMPION Diesel, who has 
Wee practically unbeatable since making 

the move from bodyguard to full-time 
wrestler a little more than one year ago, was finally 
stopped in May—by an injury. 

“Big Daddy Cool” had to undergo surgery in May 
to remove floating bone chips from his right elbow. 
The surgery was successfully performed in 
Birmingham, Alabama, by Dr. James Andrews, who 
predicted Diesel would be ready to return to action in 
time for the King Of The Ring pay-per-view June 25 
in Philadelphia. For those of you unfamiliar with 
Andrews, he is “doctor to the athletes,” having 
worked on wrestlers such as Lex Luger and 
Magnum T.A. He also performed the hip replace- 
ment surgery for former two-sport star Bo Jackson. 

Diesel suffered the injury at the WWF In Your 
House pay-per-view event in Syracuse, New York, on 
May 19 when he was on the wrong end of a power 


By Chris Bernucca 


bomb from “Psycho” Sid 
Vicious. It is the first major 
physical setback he has had 
since entering the WWF early 
last year. 

lf Sid was looking to set the 
tone for his upcoming title 
matches with Diesel, his strate- 
gy backfired. The champion will 
receive an injury waiver that 
allows him to hold on to the title 
during his rehabilitation. 
Meanwhile, old friend Shawn 
Michaels was to replace Diesel 
in the scheduled matches against Sid, looking to set- 
tle a score of his own. 

As a bodyguard for Michaels, Sid’s interference 
probably cost the “Heartbreak Kid” the World title at 
WrestleMania. The following night, Sid attacked 
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Michaels after being told that his services would not 
be needed at the next title match. 

Sid represents one-fifth of Ted DiBiase’s 
Corporation that appears to be headed for liquida- 
tion. In addition to Sid’s shortcomings, King Kong 


Bundy, Tatanka, Irwin R. Schyster, and Kama are 
nowhere near title contention, and DiBiase’s man- 
agerial strategy has to be questioned. 

The premise behind the formation of a superstable 
is to deploy strength in numbers. The focus should 
be on winning titles and using the entire force of the 
stable to defend them. With that as a barometer, 
DiBiase has failed miserably. He has very little con- 
trol over his charges, who seem to be going off in five 
different directions. DiBiase’s Corporation has 
become a money pit. Perhaps he should have a seri- 
ous talk with Schyster, who might be able to concoct 
a way to write it off as a tax loss. 

Speaking of losses, Jeff Jarrett and Razor 
Ramon continue to lose title matches to each other 
and trade the Intercontinental championship back 
and forth. Ramon captured the belt when he defeated 
Jarrett in a ladder match in Montreal on May 19. 
Ramon’s victory recalled his stellar performance 
against Michaels in WrestleMania X, another ladder 
match in which he retained the I-C belt. 

“It was a far less demanding match,” one observer 
noted. “Just the level of competition made it easier. 
And as the challenger, Ramon had nothing to lose in 
a match where the style favored him. ‘Double-J’ was 
crazy to take that bout.” 

Ramon didn’t have long to savor the win, however. 
Two nights later in Three Rivers (Trois-Rivieres for 
you Francophiles), Jarrett pinned Ramon to regain 
the belt. Jarrett and Ramon are the only men to have 
won the I-C title on three separate occasions. 

Ramon may no longer have the title, but he appar- 
ently has a new friend. After beating Jarrett at the In 
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Your House card, he was attacked and took a con- 
siderable beating until being rescued by a fellow 
named Savio Vega. The two are supposedly friends 
from Ramon’s days in Miami prior to joining the WWF. 

Owen Hart and Yokozuna maintain their strangle- 
hold on the tag team title, but are doing so by winning 
via disqualifications in many bouts. The team of 
Luger and “British Bulldog” Davey Boy Smith has 
had the better of most of the title matches, but has 
been thoroughly frustrated by the DQ losses. 

The champions are about to receive a challenge 
from a new squad—as soon as that squad has been 
determined. Half of the equation will be Bret Hart, 
with whom Owen Hart and Yokozuna are both very 
familiar. “The Hitman” is currently looking for a tag 
team partner, and it appears that his feud with his 
brother—which has been going on for nearly two 
years—is nowhere near ending. 

The mystery partner certainly won’t be Bam Bam 
Bigelow, who has a history with Hart and is trying to 
get his own house in order. Bigelow, who recently 
became a fan favorite, lost to The Undertaker in the 
Philippines and is a very confused competitor right 
now. He has formed a tag team with Diesel, which 
should do wonders for his shattered confidence. 

Hart, who has never shied away from any chal- 
lenge, is keeping his plate full. In addition to his tag 
team venture, he has also dared Jerry Lawler to a 
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match with any stipulation. “The King” has yet to 
respond. Hart may not hold a title, but he certainly is 
a champion of the people. He is also busy holding off 
the challenge of Hakushi, who still claims Hart hates 
Japanese people. Hakushi now brings a Bret Hart 
head to the ring with him in a bag. Papa Shango 
would be proud. 

New arrivals: Skip and Sunny have debuted as 
The Bodydonnas, a male and female team of aero- 
bics freaks who treat those less than buff with utter 
disdain. Frankly, | liked them better when they were 
using the names Chris Candido and Tammy Fytch. 
Most of their early derision has been directed at fans, 
but given the physical condition of some of the 
wrestlers, they should have no trouble finding a feud. 

Finally, Bob Backlund has thrown his hat in the 
ring. Backlund is running for President. Not WWF 
president. I’m talking President of the United States. 
Backlund, who now only answers to “Mr. Backlund,” 
hasn’t declared a party affiliation, but he did say he 
wants to accomplish such things as abolishing spell 
checks on computers, barring calculators from 
schools, and doing away with summer vacations in 
schools. Sounds like he'll be perfect for the White 
House. Oo 
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So many of you have written to 
tell us that you'd love to 
subscribe to Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Weekly, but that it 
was a bit too costly. Well, we’ve 
responded to your input, 
changed the format just a bit, 
and have cut the price by just 
about a third! 


STILL PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 
Each weekly issue still contains the latest news and gossip, a calendar of upcoming 
cards, ratings, transactions, and a comprehensive compilation of match results! You 
get all this—each and every week!—in a format that keeps you on top of today’s 
wrestling news today! 


FIRST WITH THE NEWS! 

New efforts have been made to get PW Weekly to you earlier than ever so all the 
news is as fresh as can be. With the exception of holidays, PWI Weekly will be placed 
in the U.S. mail for first-class delivery each Wednesday morning, so you'll be the first 

to know about the title changes, the big match signings, the major controversies, and 

the triumphs and tragedies that occurred throughout the wrestling world that previous 

week. 


STILL NOT SURE? 

Want to try a sample issue of PW/ Weekly? No problem! Just send us $1.95 and we'll 
send you a copy of PW! Weekly hot off the press! We're certain that once you see all 
the news, features, and information packed into our newsletter, you'll want to become a 
subscriber. (Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single-issue orders.) 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 
PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we offer you three big ways to save: 
° 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings off the cover price 
* 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings off the cover price 
° 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings off the cover price 
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Sounds intriguing, doesn’t it? 


power? We'll tell you why! 


sa 


So why won't the WWF match the current 
World champion against a two-time former 


champion in an incredible contest of 


Lalf-To** 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


HEN WRESTLING pro- 
moters dream, they 
dream. about money. 


And when they dream about 
money, it’s usually coming from 
their favorite promotional tool: the 
dream product, the dream item, 
and the dream matchup. 

Some matchups simply make 
sense, and it doesn’t take a pro- 
motional genius to come up with 
the idea. Ali vs. Frazier. Hogan vs. 
Flair. Magic vs. Michael. Griffey 
vs. Clemens. 

But what would you say if a cer- 
tain federation had a very angry 
568-pound former champion who 
was itching to get a shot at the 
World title, and a 356-pound cur- 
rent champion who’s perfectly will- 
ing to defend his belt against all 
comers, no matter how fat, fero- 
cious, and relentless they might be? 

We know what we’d say: Match 
‘em up! Immediately! Find us an 
arena big enough to hold at least 
20,000 screaming fans, write the 
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aly Hell! 


press release, print up the tickets, 
and stick it on pay-per-view televi- 
sion for everyone in the United 
States to see! 

We know what we'd call it, too: 

Diesel vs. Yokozuna: A Half-Ton 
Of Holy Hell! Okay, so their 
weights only add up to 924 pounds, 
but who’s gonna gripe if we’re 76 
pounds short of a half-ton? 

Any promoter with even the hint 
of an imagination can just about 
see the fans filing through the 
turnstiles and rushing to their 
seats—after quick stops for $3 hot 
dogs and $2.50 sodas and an 
armful of WWF souvenirs—so that 
they don’t miss a second of the 
ring-shaking action. 

And that ring would quake! 
Diesel’s “jackknife” power bomb 
vs. Yokozuna’s “banzai” splash 
would strain the ring supports and 
rock the wrestling world. This 
matchup of raw power and girth 
could generate enough energy to 
light a small city. 

So it’s all set. Diesel vs. Yoko- 
zuna is on the docket. It’s coming 
soon, possibly at SummerSlam 
"95, probably by the Survivor 
Series, and absolutely by the next 
Royal Rumble. Then again, maybe 
WWE promoters will shoot for the 
big payday and save Diesel vs. 
Yokozuna for WrestleMania XII at 
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the biggest domed stadium in 
North America. 

Well, hold on to your wallets. 
It’s not happening soon, and it 
might never happen. Although 
Diesel vs. Yokozuna is certainly a 
matchup that has intrigued WWF 
promoters, it has never come to 
fruition, and for good reason: 

The people who make the 
important decisions at WWF head- 
quarters don’t want it to happen. 

“It has nothing to do with insur- 
ance regulations,” said a WWF 
insider. “Sure, they’re very big 
men and the risk of injury would 
be great, but it would be no 
greater than in a match of two 
high-flyers like The Kid and 
Hakushi. In fact, it would probably 
be less. I’m sorry to say that the 
reason this match might never 
come off has nothing to do with 
Diesel. It has to do with Yokozuna. 
They’re afraid that he’ll win the 
belt and become champion again. 
And no one wants to see that.” 

The thought actually strikes fear 
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in the hearts of 
WWF officials and 
promoters, While 
Diesel vs. Yoko- 
zuna would be a 
great one-shot 
deal at the box 
office, the long- 
term effects of a 
Yokozuna victory 
could be devastat- 
ing. It’s a matter of 
dollars and cents. 
“Yokozuna’s 
had the belt twice, 
and after he beat 
Hulk Hogan at 
King Of The Ring 
in 1993, atten- 
dance was down 
at arena cards and 
pay-per-view num- 
bers weren’t as 
good as they should have been,” 
said another WWF insider familiar 
with federation 
finances. “It’s hard 
to say whether it 
has to do with the 
fact that Yoko- 
zuna’s a _ rule- 
breaker and a for- 
eigner, or whether | 
it’s just that people | 
don’t associate | 
with Yokozuna. 
Maybe it’s both. 
But if you look at 
the history of the 
WWF title, rule- | 
breakers and for- 
eigners in particu- 
lar haven’t lasted 
very long as cham- 
pions because the | 
federation wastes 
no time matching | 
them up with the | 
toughest competi- | 
tion around and | 
rarely gives them 


the benefit of the doubt in contro- 
versial decisions.” 

In 1984, The Iron Sheik won 
the WWF World title from Bob 
Backlund and had the misfortune 
of facing Hulk Hogan less than a 
month later. When Hogan finally 
lost the belt in a controversial 
match, WWF President Jack 
Tunney was under pressure from 
other federation officials to order 
a title tournament rather than 
allow Ted DiBiase or Andre the 
Giant to keep it. Yokozuna faced 
a hectic schedule as World cham- 
pion. Many people felt his 
impromptu) match—and title 
loss—to Hogan at WrestleMania 
IX in 1993 shouldn't have been 
allowed. 

In a case of the American rule- 
breaker not getting a fair shake, 
Backlund lost to Diesel in large 
part because he wasn’t told until 
hours before the bout that he 
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would be facing “Big Daddy Cool” 
in his World title defense at 
Madison Square Garden. He had 
precious little time to prepare for a 
man who is nearly a foot taller, 
120 pounds heavier, and infinitely 
more powerful than he is. Was it 
that much of a shock that he lost 
in eight seconds? 

Now, a Half-Ton Of Holy Hell 
has become a Holy Nightmare for 
WWF officials, who aren’t entirely 
sure Diesel could hold off this 
hefty challenge. 

It's a weighty problem. 

“The match could happen, but 
right now it doesn’t look good,” 
said WWF expert Thomas Pilliard. 
“Besides, Diesel isn’t exactly 
pressing to wrestle Yokozuna. He 
doesn’t ever mention him in inter- 
views. He says he'll take on any- 
body out there, but Yokozuna isn’t 
first on his list.” 

Or anybody’s list. It's a dream 
match, sure. But for Yokozuna, 
reality bites. O 


Fall/1995 


¥ 
oe IB AGS ee 


KING KONG BUNDY vs. RAZOR RAMON: Getting thrown 
into the ropes by the 446-pound Bundy didn’t hurt 
the “Bad Guy” much (above). A mighty bearhug did 
(below), even though it was Bundy himself who was 
grimacing. 


LEX LUGER vs. TATANKA: The feud that never 
ends just keeps on getting hotter. The Native 
American’s jaw has certainly become a 
favorite target for Luger’s right hook. 


LEX LUGER vs. KING KONG BUNDY: Bundy was obviously pleased by his 
own ability to apply a rear chinlock. Luger, meanwhile, could only cry 


out in pain. 
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BRET HART vs. BOB BACKLUND: 
helped to spur him to victory (lef 
he attacked “The Hitman” a 
chicken wing (below). 


DAVEY BOY SMITH vs. BOB BACKLUND: Mr. Backlund 
also fared badly against the “British Bulldog.” if he 
thought a combination wristlock-leqbreaker (left) 
hurt, it was nothing compared to the pain he felt 
when he tried to test Smith’s strength (above), 
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RAZOR RAMON vs. JEFF JARRETT: Applying a 
sleeperhold while riding on an opponent’s back 
has proven to be an effective tool for Jarrett (left). 
it helped him lower Ramon to the mat (above), but 
wasn’t enough to put him away. 
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THE UNDERTAKER vs. TATANKA: Tatanka appeared to be too 
scared to jook when Undertaker rammed his head into a turn- 
buckle (below). He wasn’t too thrilled when Undertaker 
climbed the ropes while applying a wristlock, either (right). 


beaten man (left). The man knew it duri 
the pinfail, and he wrapped Tatank S around his chest 


ng 
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Do Ya Believe This Guy? 


JERRY LAWLER: 


“The King” says he knows 
how to get the Harts back 
together. But before you 
believe him, take a closer 
look at his plan—then 
you'll remember why you 
never trusted him in the 
first place! 


By Andy Rodriguez 


ERE’S A GOOD 
7 philosophy to have 
when you’re deal- 
ing with Jerry Lawler: 

Take seriously everything 

he says, but don’t believe a 
word of it. 

Take it seriously, because 

despite all his buffoonery, 
Lawler is one of the craftiest and 
most dangerous competitors in 
the sport—and has been for more 
than two decades. Don’t believe 
him, because—well, he’s Jerry 
Lawler. What more need we say? 
Here’s something else to keep 
in mind: Lawler likes to meddle. 
This “King” thinks it is his divine 
right to attempt to settle every dis- 
pute in wrestling. 
“Hey, a good king stays on top 
of things!” Lawler asserted. 
“Besides, everyone wanis to know 
how | can help!” 
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Sure, Jerry, sure. 
Lawler’s latest project concerns 
the feud between Bret 
and Owen Hart. This 
uncivil war has been 
going on for about 18 
months. Two brothers 
who once loved and 
respected each other 
very much are still 
attempting to destroy 
each other. 
This incredible dispute 
has shocked and deeply 
hurt the loyal fans of the 
Hart family. Most of all, of 
course, it has hurt the Hart 
family itself, especially the 
father and mother, Stu and 
Helen. At times, it seems as 
though the proud parents 
can only watch helplessly as 
their sons battle each other =F nae ee Ot 
so violently. They just pray it all ; -% 
will end soon. 
Into the fray wades Lawler, who 
is convinced he can solve all the 
Harts’ problems. Don’t forget: He 
was the one who instigated a lot of 
the trouble between Bret and 
Owen. 
“Ancient history,” he assured 
us. “Let bygones be bygones. I’m 
ready to help the Hart family heal 
itself. Stand aside and let's get to 
work!” 
Okay, Jerry, let’s see what 
you've got. 
“| think before we can talk about 
the present,” he said, “we have to 
talk about the past. I’m sorry, but | 
lay most of the blame for this feud 
right at the feet of Stu and Helen! 
They messed up big-time raising 
those kids! When Bret was nine, 
they put him in rehab because he 
was hooked on phonics! It’s sad, 
eal sad! 


“Stu and Helen just didn't give ee I Surprise! “alge raivgedis'ed 7 ae ppsetatina geo 
those boys the right attitude when — years of torture “The Hitman” put his little brother 
they were growing up. But how through. He expects Bret to beg for forgiveness! 
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We thought a series of steel cage matches would put 

Ser canes si ead aagidlien os eetaak could they? Helen’s so dumb she sold 
match with even more bizarre rules. the family car to get gas money! Forget 
about Stu. He’s so stupid | once gave 
him a penny for his thoughts and got 
change back! 

“It’s too late to fix what happened 20 
or 30 years ago, but the best thing to 


there completely. Ban them from ring- 
side; heck, ban them from all match- 
es involving Bret and Owen! All they 
can do is mess things up even more. 


good! Stu’s so old he rode chariots 
to high school! Helen? She was on 
the guest list for Noah’s Ark!” 
Having thoroughly humiliated Mr. 
and Mrs. Hart—and having made 
himself look like an idiot in the 
process—Lawler turned his atten- 
tion to Bret and Owen. 

“Let's be very honest here,” he 
said. “Most of this whole situation 
is Bret’s fault! Owen looked up to 
Bret. He worshipped him. But 
when Bret won his first WWF title, 

he copped an attitude and acted 

like his kid brother didn’t even 

exist! Worse yet, he wouldn’t 
even consider giving Owen a shot at 
the title! No wonder Owen had to take 
matters into his own hands! 
“So what Bret has to do is apologize to 
Owen ... tell him he’s sorry for ignoring him 
and treating him like garbage! Maybe 
Owen would accept the apology, maybe 
he wouldn’t. Couldn’t blame him if he 
didn’t, but still, that would be the gentle- 
manly thing for Bret to do, don’t you 
agree?” 
Right, Jerry, right. What else do you 
have? 
“Then, after Bret apologizes, the Harts 
have to get in that ring and find out once 
and for all who the better man is. But we 
can’t just have a traditional type of match. 
Salihte cin bony tn eek w ilae Seethec aden These have to be handicap matches, 
you when he was a child? “The King” — handicaps against Bret because of the 


wouldn't blame Owen if he flat-out refused to make up rotten way he treated his brother all these 
with Bret, even if Lawler himself was the go-between. years! How about a blindfold match, with 
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Bret blindfolded! Or a strap match 
with the strap around Owen's wrists 
and Bret’s neck! 

“To top it off, how about a lumber- 
jack match—with the lumberjacks 
being all the rest of the Hart broth- 
ers! When Owen falls out of the 
ring, they’d all help him back in, 
because they'd finally respect him b 
when they realize Bret caused this 
feud in the first place. When Bret 
goes out, they’d all beat up on 
him, because he’s been a world 
champion and they haven't! 
That’s how those Hart brothers 
are. A petty, jealous bunch! 
Owen told me so! 

“Maybe for Bret, this all would 
be cruel, but it’d be fair, consid- 
ering how he’s treated Owen the 


would win each match and, in 
the process, teach Bret some 
humility. It’s all part of the plan. 
- That's how Bret will come around!” 

Lawler’s warped idea of fairness 
seemed sane when compared with the 
final phase of his plan, which he 
described as “simply brilliant.” 

“I'd have Owen throw a surprise birth- 
day party for Bret! I’d make sure he invit- 
ed all the Harts, even Stu and Helen and 
their teeth! Bret would walk in and be real 
Surprised and have some good feelings 
again for his brother. 

“Then Owen would wheel out this 
huge birthday cake. Bret would be 
expecting something to jump out, but not 
what | give him: three midgets dressed 
exactly like Bret, all carrying signs that 
say, ‘You're A Loser!’ That’s it! That 
would settle it! 

“Bret would be so humiliated in front 
of all the Harts that he’d realize the truth 
of the situation. He’d admit Owen is the 
new leader of the family. There’d be no 


reason for the feud to continue. The war Bret isn’t the only Hart to tear into Lawler (top). Owen, 

would be over!” too, showed hatred for Memphis royalty in 1993 

2 (above). Now Lawler wants to help the “King Of Harts.” 

To Lawler, it all makes sense. Or is he just looking for another excuse to further 
Figures. CL] humiliate Bret? 
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WWF Data Bank 


HEIGHT: 6'1" 

WEIGHT: 250 

YEARS PRO: 5 

HOMETOWN: Pembroke, NC 
MAJOR TITLES HELD: USWA 
heavyweight (1993) 

BIGGEST STRENGTH: 
Incredible energy 

BIGGEST WEAKNESS: Lack 
of killer instinct 

FAVORITE MANEUVER: 
Flying tomahawk chop 
CLOSEST ALLY: Ted DiBiase 
MOST HATED OPPONENT: 
Bam Bam Bigelow 

BIGGEST MATCH: Pinned, 
then humiliated, Lex Luger at 
SummerSlam, August 29, 1995 
IMMEDIATE GOAL: Humiliate 
Bam Bam Bigelow on behalf of 
Ted DiBiase and his entire 
Million-Dollar Corporation 
LONG-RANGE GOAL: Win a 
title in the WWF 

HE SAID IT: “I'm not a role 
model. The only people | have 
to be loyal to are myself and 
Ted DiBiase!” 
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3 SUPERSTAR DREAM MATCH; HOGAN YS. FLAIR! 
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EXCLUSIVE STAT-O-CHART RATINGS! 
ANLT-DEPTH ANALYSIS OF THE SPORT'S TOP 20 TAG TEAMSE 


Back in April, LAWRENCE TAYLOR and 
BAM BAM BIGELOW battled in a memo- 
rable WrestleMania XI match. No one knew 
it at the time, but LT might have saved Bam 
Bam’s career! ... HACKSAW DUGGAN has 
a few things to say to those people who say 
HULK HOGAN only befriends people whom 
he can use. He explains why the “Hulkster” 
is a true American hero ... SID VICIOUS 
hates it when people call him “Psycho” Sid. 
You might not believe it, but this “Psycho” is 
a killer with a heart of gold! 


All this—and much more!—in the Fall 
1995 issue of Wrestling Superstars 


NOW ON 
SALE! 


FULL-COLOR 
CENTERFOLD: 
HARLEM HEAT 
een al | 


RAZOR RAMON calls himself the “Bad 
Guy,” but he hasn’t been bad in the WWF for 
two years. He wondered if he still had the 
killer instinct he once had as a rulebreaker. 
After a stint in the USWA, he found out he 
did! ... The RANDY SAVAGE-HULK 
HOGAN alliance could come apart at any 
time, especially if the “Macho Man” doesn’t 
do something about a chemical imbalance in 
his brain ... Believe it: JERRY SAGS would 
be the ideal WWF World champion—and 
you'll never guess what led us to say that! 


All this—and much more!—in the October 
1995 issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


NOW ON 
SALE! 


Lisa Adams, Hoboken, NJ: “1 think 
Hogan better watch out. Randy 
Savage stabbed him in the back 
before, and he will probably do it 
again very soon. It happens with all 
of Hogan’s friends. Hogan would be 
stupid to think Savage has forgotten 
all about how he supposedly chased 
after ‘Macho Man’s’ wife, Elizabeth. 
I bet the whole thing is still a sore 
spot for Savage. To think it’s not in 
the back of Savage’s mind would be a 
fatal mistake for Hogan.” 


POPC OTHE OHHESEHEHEEEHEEHEETES EEE 


Sean Ellett, Durham, NC: “Savage 
and Hogan have been through a lot 
together. They may not have always 
gotten along, but even the best friend- 
ships go through rough times. That’s 
life. Savage gave Hulk his word he’d 
be by his side in WCW, and I don’t 
think he’ll go back on it. Savage is 
too honorable to do that. Even if 
everyone else turns against Hogan, 
I’m sure Savage will stick by him this 
time. He knows he made a mistake by 
turning against him before.” 


OSPR OOK eee HE EE OLEH FOOSE OSESEETEESEEEAEe 


Jason Slocum, Philadelphia, PA: 
“Hogan’s biggest mistake to date was 
befriending Savage again. Didn’t he 
learn the first time? Savage isn’t in 
WCW to help Hogan dominate; he’s 
there to win titles, specifically the 
World belt. Savage will soon get tired 
of being Hogan’s second, just like 
Brutus Beefcake did. When that hap- 
pens, Savage will turn against him 
just like so many others before him. 
You’d think Hogan would have 
learned by now not to be so naive.” 
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Tara Bullock, Hendersonville, TN: 
“I think both guys see just how great 
they are as a team now, and I don’t 
think theyll make the same mistakes 
they did last time. Their team could 
be one of the greatest collaborations 
in wrestling history as long as their 
egos don’t get in the way. Their 
biggest problem will be trying not to 
bruise each other’s egos. Both are 
aware what happened in the past. I’m 
sure they’re going to make sure it 
doesn’t happen again.” 


THE QUESTION: 
“What is the future of 


the Hulk Hogan-Randy 
Savage relationship? 


Hogan and Savage are the strongest of 
allies for now. Quite a few fans believe 
Hogan’s ego or Savage’s pent-up anger 
will kill that friendship again. 


Gene Repas, Tampa, FL: “There’s 
no doubt in my mind that Savage will 
turn against Hogan. Just a matter of 
time. Those two can’t be friends for 
long without hurting each other. 
They’d never admit it, but they’re 
both only concerned about them- 
selves. Hogan will only do something 
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Savage hit Hogan with a flying elbows- 
mash back in January, but only did so to 
wake up him up after he was put out by 
a sleeperhold. He could do the same as 
an enemy soon, 


if it benefits him in the long run; 
Savage is that way, too. Both men are 
great singles competitors, and asking 


them to team for any length of time is 
asking for lots of trouble.” 


SOCHHHOCEEEESOES ESOS OHESESESEHOHOEE HEE 


Michael Arnold, Salt Lake City, UT: 
“Hulk Hogan and Randy Savage have 
the potential to put together a super- 
group stronger than any other in histo- 
ry—even more powerful than The 
Four Horsemen. They must remember 
to be loyal to each other and not do 
something the other might not agree 
with. Otherwise, they could just for- 
get it. For their group to work, Hogan 
will have to treat Savage like his 
brother and not just call him that dur- 
ing interviews.” 


POCO CHOSE OOHEEEEETOSEEESOE EEE OOEEE 


Malena Myers, Albany, NY: “Hasn’t 
Hogan learned he can’t trust any- 
body? Everyone seems to have ulteri- 
or motives when they offer a hand in 
friendship to him. Savage may be 
using him to get to the top of the rat- 
ings, just like several of Hogan’s 
other ‘friends.’ Savage came to WCW 
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as his friend, but once he feels like 
he’s established as a contender, he’ll 
no doubt turn against Hogan. And 
when he does, it’ll be instant World 
title shots for Savage.” 


Carl Barker, Trenton, NJ: “When I 
saw the ‘Macho Man’ shake Hogan’s 
hand last December, I knew right 
away that there had to be a reason 


Savage was so eager to be Hogan’s 
partner. I think Savage is just biding 
his time until just the right moment to 
turn against his ‘friend,’ humiliate the 
“Hulkster,’ and be in great position to 
win the World title. The reason Hogan 
wanted Savage as his partner is 
because he knows Savage is the one 
man who can take the belt from him.” 


POPSET HOSE EH ETE EET EHOTESESEETEH SEES 


Gabriel Franks, Baltimore, MD: 
“Savage is a great man if he actually 
forgave Hogan for what he did to him 
in the WWF. Or at least what he 
thinks Hogan did to him. Most people 
wouldn’t forgive and forget so easily. 
If Savage and Hogan are sincere 
about their friendship, then there is a 
possibility that they, together with 
Sting, maybe, will be able to domi- 
nate WCW for quite a while. But I 
don’t think Savage will be able to put 
up with Hulk’s ego very much 
longer.” 


Hogan and Savage tore into each other 
in match after violent match in 1989. 
There are still a lot of people who think 
the “Macho Man” hasn't gotten over 
their differences and has been plotting 
to tum against Hugan for months, 
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SMOKY MOUNTAIN For period ending June 3, 1995 


SOCSOSSOHLEES ESOS SEDEETSESESBEES SOHHSESHSHSOSSO HOSES HOH HSHEESSSE ESO SESOR SEES HSEOS eee 


RANKING M Cl —«12-1H_—‘THE SKINNY 

1. Buddy Landel + 2 1 The “Nature Boy”? Sure. 

2. Steve Armstrong + l 2 Doing his dad proud 

3. Bobby Blaze - 2 l Not going away 

4, Tony Anthony = 14 1 Gangsta-basher 

5. Tracey Smothers + 14 1 Lost in the shuffle? 

6. Rick Morton = 5 4 Still focused on fags 

7. Boo Bradley . 4 4 Not smart, but good 

8. Al Snow = 2 7 Wisecracking superstar 

9. Killer Kyle l 9 Boo scares him 
10. Unibomb = 2 8 Looks like Sid 
USWA sess eee tots, Sin ssc, Co ees 

1. Jerry Lawler + 56 I Back where he belongs 

2. Brian Christopher + 29 2 Angry young man 

3. Bill Dundee - 3 1 Always near the top 

4. Doug Gilbert = 7 2 Briefly a fan favorite 

5. Brian Lee - ] 5 Relies on bodyguard 

6. Tommy Rich + A 5 Just won't go away 

7. Gorgeous George ll] = 2 4 Starting to slip 

8. Brickhouse Brown l 8 He's still around? 

9. Scott Studd + 2 9 Promising youngster 
10. The Gambler = l 10 Not on a lucky streak 


M=momentum; Cl=consecutive issues in ratings; 12-IH=12-issue high 
AAA: AAA champion—Perro Aguayo; |—Gen Caras; 2—Octagon; 3—Konnon; 4—E1 Hijo del Santo; 5—La Parka; 6— 
Psicosis; 7—Blue Panther; 8B—Eddy Guerrero; 9—Rey Misterio Jr.; 10—Miguel Perez Jr. 


ECW: ECW champion—The Sandman; 1—Cactus Jack; 2—Shone Douglas; 3—Eddy Guerrero; 4—Dean Malenko; 5—Marty 
Jannetty; 6-—911; 7—The Raven; 8—Tosmaniac; 9—Tommy Dreamer; 10—Ron Simmons. 


MTW: ATW champion—Marty Jonnetty; 1—Al Snow; 2—Bruiser Bedlam; 3—Chris Carter; 4—Ray Roberis; 5—Sean Casey; 
6—I1. Lightning; 7—Machine Gun Kelly; 8—Bastion Booger; 9—Bobo Brazil Jr; 10—Rock Stevens. 


PWE: PWF champion—Stor Ryder; 1—Terry Austin; 2—Itolian Stallion; 3—Russian Assassin; 4—Tyrone Knox; 5—Randy 
Sledge; 6—Chris Hamrick; 7—Southern Rocker; 8—Austin Steele; 9—Scott Powers; 10—The Purple Gator. 


WWA: WWA champion—Chris Evans; |—Ed Atlas; 2—Frank Finnegan; 3—Jim McPherson; 4—Jimmy Snuka; 5—John 
Rotten; 6—Tom Carter; 7—East LA; 8—Stryker; 9—Metal Maniac: 10—David Dutch. 
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BUDDY 
LANDELL 


Smoky Mountain heavy- 
weight champion Buddy 
Landell is certainly no 
stranger to championship 
gold. The “Nature Boy” 
(okay, so maybe he’s no Ric 
Flair) is a seasoned veteran 
who has won many impor- 
tant titles. He’s also a man 
many people thought was 
washed up years ago. 

But this spring, Landell 
defeated young Bobby 
Blaze for the SMW heavy- 
weight belt, bringing Blaze’s 
hot streak to an abrupt end. 
Since winning, Landell has 
maintained a stranglehold 
on the championship, de- 
fending it against challengers 
like Blaze, “Dirty White Boy” 
Tony Anthony, and Steve 
Armstrong. Each one has 
feuded with the champion, 
but none of them have been 
able to pin the cagey and 
determined Landell. 

Granted, this “Nature Boy,” 
like former “Nature Boys” 
Flair and Buddy Rogers, 
isn’t above breaking a rule 
or two. But even his rivals 
grudgingly admit he is one 
of the toughest men on the 
independent circuit today. 
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* ADVANCE TOUR SCHEDULES! 


* MAILING ADDRESSES! 


* PHONE #'S FOR BEST TICKETS! 


* CONCERT LISTINGS BY AREA! 


* THE LATEST NEWS & UPDATES! 


* UPDATED WEEKLY /24 HOURS! 


+ NEW! CONCERT LOCATOR FEATURE!  WEW! SAMPLE HOT NEW MUSIC! 


Artist 

10,000 Maniacs 
4 Non Blondes 
AC/DC 
Aerosmith 
Aimee Mann 
Alice Cooper 
Alice in Chains 
Allman Bros. 
Anthrax 

B-52s 

Bad Company 
Beatles 


Beverly Hills 90210 
Big Head Todd / Monsters 
Billy Idol 

Billy Joel 

Black Crowes 
Black Sabbath 
Blind Melon 

Bob Dylan 

Bon he 

Bonham 

Breeders 

Brother Cane 
Bruce Hornsby 
Bruce Springsteen 
Bryan Adams 
Bulletboys 
Butthole Surfers 
Catherine Wheel 
Cheryl Wheeler 
Cinderella 
Collective Soul 
Concrete Blonde 
Counting Crows 
Coverdale/Page 
Cowboy Junkies 
Cracker 
Cranberries 


2761 
2765 
2791 
2853 
2871 
3261 
3262 


Crosby, Stills, Nash 
Crowded House 
Cry of Love 

The Cult 

The Cure 

Damn Yankees 
Danger Danger 
Danzi 

David Bowie 
Boe ea en 


Def ad 
Deller Mode 
Dinosaur Jr. 
Dio 

Dire Straits 
Dream Theater 
Duran Duran 
The Eagles 
Edie Brickell 
Elton John 
Elvis Costello 
Enuff Z’ nuff 
Eric Johnson 
Eric Claptor. 
Extreme 

Faith No More 
Fight 
Firehouse 
Fleetwood Mac 
Foreigner 
Genesis 
George Thorogood 
Gin Blossoms 
Grateful Dead 
Great White 
Green Day 
Green Jelly 44 
Guns N’ Roses 
Hardline 

Heart 


Hothouse Flowers 
Indigo Girls 

IN 

Jackson Browne 
Jackyl 

James Taylor 
Jane’s Addiction 
Jerry Garcia Band 
Jesus Jones 
Jethro Tull 

Jimmy Buffett 
Joe Satriani 

John Mellencamp 
Judas Priest 
Juliana Hatfield 
Kansas 

Kin Lease 

mae 


lin 

La Zeppel 
Lenny Kravitz 
Lillian Axe 
Lita Ford 
Live 
Lynch Mob 
Matthew Sweet 
Meat Loaf 

adeth 
Melissa Etheridge 
Metallica 
Michael Bolton 
Midnight Oil 


4683 


Mighty M. Bosstones 


Ministry 
Mitch Malloy 
Morrissey 
Motley Crue 
Motorhead 
Mr. Bi 


8 
Ned's Atomic Dustbin 


Neil Young 7621 
Nelson 7643 
New Order 7661 
Nine Inch Nails 
Nirvana 
NRBOQ 
Ozzy Osbourne 
Pantera 
Smyth 
Paul Simon 
Paul McCartney 
Paul Westerberg 
Pearl Jam 
Peter Gabriel 
Peter Frampton 
Phish 


eras 
E.M. 


Radiohead 
Ramones 

RATT 

Red Hot Chili Peppers 
Richard Marx 
Robert Plant 

Rod Stewart 
Rolling Stones 
Rollins Band 
Rush 

Sacred Reich 
Santana 
Sepultura 

Sinead O'Connor 
Skid Row 
Slaughter 

Slayer 


Smashing Pumpkins 
Smithereens 
Sonic Youth 
Soul Asylum 
Soundgarden 
Spin Doctors 
Squeeze 

Steve Vai 

Stevie Nicks 
Sting 

Stone Temple Pilots 
Suede 

Suicidal Tendencies 
Sundays 
Suzanne Vega 
Talking Heads 
Tears For Fears 
Ted Nugent 
Tesla 

Testament 

The The 

Tom Pe 

Tom Cochrane 
Tool 

Trixter Fan Club 
U2 

UB40 

Ugly Kid Joe 
Urge Overkill 
Van Halen 
Vince Neil 
Violent Femmes 
W.AS.P. 
Warrant 

White Zombie 
The Who 
Wilson Phillips 
World Party 

Yes 
YngwieMalmsteen 
ZZ Top 


PLUS...OVER 500 MORE! ar your favorite group is not listed here, just press or say the numbers on your 
phone that contain the first 3 letters of the group, or artist's last name (i.e. BON Jovi = 266, Bryan ADAms = 232). 


994 CONCERT CONNECTION, LTD., DRESHER PA, 19025 


CALL NOW! 


-900-454-7700 =: 


$2.99/min. Under 18 Get Parent's Permission, Avg, Call 3 min. 


ing in Extreme Championship Wrestling, where 

spectators are doing more than cheering, clap- 
ping, and chanting in support of their favorite 
wrestlers ... and even some of their not-so-favorites. 
More and more often, fans have held metal chairs for 
wrestlers to slam their opponents into them. 

A recent ECW card featured a high-intensity bout 
between heavyweight champion The Sandman and 
Cactus Jack. At one point, the action spilled over the 
metal barrier and into the seats, where a fan gleefully 
held a chair and invited Sandman to smash Jack. 
The Sandman refused the invitation and, instead, 


Fis PARTICIPATION HAS taken on new mean- 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


dumped Jack back over the ring 
barrier. There have been other 
instances, however, where fans 
have played a part in matches. In 
fact, most ECW wrestlers are 
quick to seize the opportunities 
when fans hold up chairs ... or 
frying pans ... or automobile 
fenders ... or... 

“Why didn’t | do it?” Sandman 
said. “Because | had other plans 
for Cactus Jack. | was looking for 
that big timekeeper’s table.” 

He found it, too, and 
brutalized Jack for sever- 
al minutes before finally 
winning by pinfall thanks 
to Shane Douglas’ inter- 
ference. 

The question remains: 
Should ECW be so laid 
back in its crowd control 
that fans are encouraged 
to get involved in match- 
es? At what point does it 
stop? 

“| see it as a very big 
problem,” Douglas said. 
“We have a very enthusi- 
astic audience that 
doesn’t know its place 
and does a lot of stupid 
things. They get involved 
too much. We need order 
restored.” 

Several other ECW 
wrestlers—although none 
of them would go on the 
record—said they feared 
things were getting out of 
contro] at ECW Arena in 
Philadelphia and said 
some effort should be 
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made to control the crowds “before it’s too late.” 

Meanwhile, the war between lan and Axi Rotten 
has continued in a series of brutal barbed-wire base- 
ball bat matches, and ECW officials seem to be 
encouraging an escalation of the violence. Also, The 
Sandman has gained a reputation as a man who 
doesn’t mind defending his title twice in one night, 
while tag team champions Public Enemy and The 
Pit Bulls are battling in double-dog-collar matches. 
And did | mention that the Raven-Tommy Dreamer 
feud has gotten so intense that Dreamer has 
piledrived Beulah McGillicutty, Raven’s valet, about 
half a dozen times? 


Is it wrestling? Many traditionalists feel that ECW 
is nothing but organized mayhem, a federation in 
which wrestling skills mean absolutely nothing. 
Certainly, it is a federation in which brawlers have the 
upper hand. Others point to the success of Sabu, 
Dean Malenko, and Eddy Guerrero as proof that 
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skills means as much in ECW as they do anywhere 
else. Douglas is so angry that he has brought trou- 
bleshooting referee Bill Alfonso to ECW to help him 
try to curb the violence. The debate continues. 

Jerry Lawler’s back on top in the USWA, but 
don’t be surprised if former USWA champion—and 
current occasional tag team partner—Sid Vicious 
turns against “The King” once again. Insiders say 
Vicious is angry that Lawler hasn’t offered him any 
shots at the belt he held for so long last year. 

“Vicious has a very low price for friendship,” said a 
USWA insider. “It’s been a bad time for him. First he lost 
the USWA belt, and now he’s been unable to win the 
WWF title. When Vicious loses, he gets frustrated, and 
when he gets frustrated, he does something about it.” 

Golem The Giant broke his left wrist during a 
North Championship Wrestling card in Epiphanie, 
Quebec, and will be out until at least September ... 
The Warlord won the vacant Universal Superstars of 
America title on May 13 in Staten Island, New York. 
He beat Typhoon, another former WWF star ... Two 
World Class Wrestling Federation belts changed 
hands. Tony Rose won the junior heavyweight title 
with a win over Jamie Dean, and Big Bubba (not 
Rogers) won the TV belt with a victory over Chief 
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Little Lynn ... Brutus Beefcake, the former World 
Wide Wrestling Alliance heavyweight champion, has 
agreed to return to that federation this summer for a 
series of matches. 

Who are The Super Jocks and how did they win 
the WWA heavyweight title? No, not the WWA tag team 
title, the WWA singles heavyweight title. Here’s a clue: 
The Super Jocks are not Siamese twins. They’re 
Chris “The Edge” Evans (formerly Chris Weider) 
and Ed Atlas, and they beat “Friendly” Frank 
Finnegan in a handicap match. Finnegan was stupid 
enough to put his belt on the line against two men. In 
fact, at one point he took on four men: The Super 
Jocks, Eddie Reality, and Tricky Nicky, his former 
manager. Yes, Finnegan needed a reality check. The 
Super Jocks won the belt, but afterward brawled when 
they couldn’t agree on who would keep the belt. The 
title was declared held up; Evans won it by beating 
Atlas a month later after Reality threw powder in 
Atlas’ eyes. Unfortunately, he was aiming for Evans. 

Since there’s nothing much going on in WWF or 
WCW, the tag team war of the year is going on in 
Smoky Mountain Wrestling. Al Snow and Unibomb 
are busy defending the belts against The Rock ’n’ 
Roll Express, and it’s quite a war. Rick Morton and 
Robert Gibson aren't looking old and tired, which is 
a good thing, because Snow’s talented and 
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Unibomb’s a smaller version of Sid Vicious. Snow 
and Unibomb probably would've lost the belts by now 
if they weren't always cheating. 

And you knew it just couldn’t last. You knew Jim 
Cornette couldn’t remain a fan favorite for too long. 
After getting help from a handful of superstars in his 
ongoing war with The Gangstas, he made a call to 
Terry Funk, who agreed (after Cornette promised 
him a big paycheck) to come to Smoky Mountain to 
team with Bob Armstrong against Mustafa Saed 
and New Jack. 

After Armstrong and Funk beat The Gangstas in a 
brutal Texas death match, Cornette announced he had 
a surprise for “Bullet” Bob. That surprise was a fire- 
ball, which Cornette threw at his face. Then Funk got 
involved, and they piledrived Armstrong and whacked 
him with a tennis racket. Funk actually wrapped a 
noose around Armstrong’s neck while Cornette rubb- 
ed his shoe across Bob’s face! Shortly afterward, 
Cormette announced he had signed on as SMW heavy- 
weight champion Buddy Landell’s new manager. 

That’s all for now. Until next time, take time out to 
enjoy an indy. fills 
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COLLECTOR'S CORNER 


Wrestling historians, rejoice! Some of the back issues in this ad have not been offered for sale for more than 
a decade—but a recent transfer of warehouse inventory from New York to Pennsylvania uncovered a small 
supply of these classic publications! Obviously, supplies are extremely limited, so all magazines will be sold 
on a first-come, first-served basis only. Prices quoted are based on the rarity of the issue and the number of 
available copies. For speediest service, use VISA or MasterCard or make payment by money order or certi- 
fied check. Please don’t send cash! Don’t miss out on this once-in-a-lifetime chance to own a memorable 
piece of wrestling history! Once they’re gone, they’ll never be offered for sale again—so order today! 


WRESTLING 
REVUE 


Published between 1959 and 1964, Wrestling Revue is 
acknowledged as one of the finest series of wrestling mag- 
azines ever produced. These beautiful editions, all edited 
and published by Stanley Weston (founder of Pro 
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Wrestling Illustrated, The Wrestler, and Inside Wrestling, . Eber 
among so many other titles) set a standard for all 


wrestling magazines that followed, and are available now for the first time in many years! 


Fall 1961 Edouard Carpentier challenges Floyd Patterson, Bruiser vs. Cowboy Bob Ellis, 
The Zebra Kid, killer holds, action at The Kicl, Nick Bockwinkel vs. Dr. X, and full-color 
action of the Bastiens vs. Shires & Nelson. $25 

December 1961 An extensive Buddy Rogers interview, Bobo Brazil, Fred Blassie, Pepper 
Gomez, the Torres brothers, Whipper Watson, “Sailor” Art Thomas, Ricki Starr, plus a full- 
color centerfold of Mark Lewin & Don Curtis. $35 

February 1962 Dick Beyer, Mitsu Arakawa, Edouard Carpentier vs. Lou Thesz, Angelo 
Poffo, a five-girl battle royal, Don and Jackie Fargo, Billy Zabyszko, Larry Chene, plus a 
full-color centerfold of Guy & Joe Brunetti. $30 

April 1962 Wilbur Snyder, Luis Martinez, Madison Square Garden closeup, Yulie 
Brynner, Billy Wolfe, Don Leo Jonathan vs. Pat O’Connor, closeup on midgets, plus a full- 
color centerfold of Bearcat Wright. $30 

June 1962 Eddie Graham, Verne Gagne, wrestlers vs. boxers, Dory Dixon, Yukon Eric, 
Tony Lanza, Lorraine Johnson vs. Kay Noble, Skull Murphy & Brute Bernard, The 
Crusher, plus a full-color centerfold of Red Bastien. $25 

December 1963 The Destroyer, “Maniac” Mark Lewin, Paul Diamond, Emie Ladd, Judy 
Grable, Bill Watts, Pat O’Connor, Don Duffy, The Scufflin’ Hillbillies, plus a full-color 
centerfold of Lou Thesz. $35 

February 1964 Edouard Carpentier vs. Killer Kowalski, Florida wrestling, Mad Dog 
Vachon, Fabulous Moolah, Fritz Von Erich, Rene Goulet, Cyclops, plus a full-color center- 
fold of Bruno Sammartino. $35 
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BOXING 


BOXING 
ILLUS TRATED/ 
WRESTLING 

NEWS 


In November 1958, Stanley Weston launched Boxing Itlustrated/Wrestling 
News, an innovative concept in sports magazines. Each issue’s content con- 
sisted of approximately 60 percent boxing and 40 percent wrestling, result- 
ing in the most complete magazine for ring afficianados the world has ever 
known. 


May 1959 Boxing: Ray Robinson, James Jeffries, Rube Vargas, Willie Pep, Joey 
Maxim, Denny Moyer. Wrestling: Gene Stanlee, Larry Hamilton, Happy Humphrey, 
“Cowboy” Bob Ellis. $25 

June 1959 Boxing: Gene Fullmer, Jack Britton, Gustav Scholz, Mauro Vazquez, 
Rocky Graziano. Wrestling: Buddy Rogers, Don Leo Jonathan, Hard Boiled 
Haggerty, Omaya Kato, $35 

September 1959 Boxing: Carmen Basilio, the perfect kayo, Tiger Flowers, Joe 
Brown, Paolo Rosi. Wrestling: Edouard Carpentier, Ricki Starr, Enrique Torres. $25 
October 1962 Boxing: Special edition previewing the Floyd Patterson ys. Sonny 
Liston bout! Wrestling: “Handsome” Johnny Barend, Andre Drapp, “Sailor” Art 
Thomas, five pages of results. $30 

October 1963 Boxing: Cassius Clay, Joe Lynch, Frankie Narvaez, Tommy 
Loughran. Wrestling: Crusher ys. Verne Gagne, Tony Manous, The Dirty Daltons, 
results. $25 

February 1964 Boxing: Sonny Liston, Joey Archer, 1963 in review, Cassius Clay. 
Wrestling: Bruno Sammartino vs. Gorilla Monsoon, Emile Dupre, Bruiser vs. Bob 
Ellis, results. $30 
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He’s 


A Champion, 
He’s Happy .--- 
And He’s In 


i 


Japan! 


Photos by Koichi Yoshizawa 


Sabu has amazed fans in 
North America for years. 
His recent success in 
Japan, however, has him 
considering a permanent 
move to the Far East. 


Say it ain’t so, Sabu! 


By Andy Rodriguez 


APAN IS SEPARATED 
J from the United States by 
the vast expanse of the 
Pacific Ocean, but for most of 
wrestling’s superstars, it isn’t a 
great distance. For years, 
. North America’s best have 
), competed regularly in the 
island nation. Conversely, 
Japan’s finest have tested 
themselves repeatedly on 

our shores. 
Among the wrestlers who 
are comfortable competing in 
both the U.S. and Japan is 
Sabu, the rugged high-flyer 
who is the protege of the leg- 
endary Sheik. Sabu gets a thrill 
out of attempting to prove there is 
no one either here or in Japan 
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If you enjoy watching Sabu execute his 
devastating Arabian facebuster (shown 
against Koji Kanemoto in Japan), you 
might want to save this picture. You 
might never see him execute it-or any 
other move-in the U.S. again. 


who is as daring as he is. In that 
pursuit, he has an eager audience. 

Unfortunately, the audience 
here may not get to see the show 
anymore. 

That is because on May 3 in 
Fukuoka, Japan, Sabu defeated 
Koji Kanemoto to capture the 
IWGP junior heavyweight title. 
That belt, his first major champi- 
onship in the Orient, has given 
Sabu a powerful reason to spend 
the bulk of his time displaying his 
considerable skills to fans in the 
island nation. 

“Finally | am a champion who 
must be looked up to,” said Sabu 
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through his interpreter, Admahr Har- 
rah. “The people of Japan are giv- 
ing me respect that has been due 
me for a long time. | am afraid some 
of the people of America—mostly 
promoters—still see me as little 
more than a sideshow attraction.” 
It is an attitude toward certain 
Americans Sabu has rarely 
revealed. It also may be an atti- 
tude based on a false assumption. 
“| take Sabu seriously,” said 


Sabu leaps onto Kanemoto, who hap- 
pens to be stretched out on a table out- 
side the ring! Daring aerial moves are an 
integral part of his repertoire, but he 
fears American promoters are treating 
him as just some reckless freak. 


Paul DeLillo, a fan who has seen 
several of Sabu’s ECW matches. 
“| think most fans do. He could win 
just about any title he wants. | 
don’t look at him as a high-flying 
freak. He’s the real deal.” 
Nevertheless, it appears that 
Sabu is serious about cutting 
down on—or even cutting out 
completely—his North American 
appearances. The India native left 
ECW in the spring after a bitter 
falling-out with promoters and 
shortly thereafter agreed to start 
wrestling regularly for New Japan. 
He reportedly will honor prior com- 


The match with Kanemoto saw Sabu 
take a few dropkicks (above) and get 
his head smashed into a railing (right). 
In other words, it was similar to many of 
his ECW bouts. But unlike in ECW, Sabu 
said, he gets respect in Japan. 
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mitments he made to promoters of 
independent cards in the Midwest, 
but after that, a full-time commit- 
ment to Japan seems very likely. 

That, says Terry Funk, who has 
wrestled Sabu dozens of times, 
would be a shame. 

“He shouldn't write off the States 
just like that,” said the ornery 
Texan. “I don’t care what anybody 
says. This is still where you find 
the best competition in the world. 
I’ve spent lots of time in Japan, but 
| think that crazy maniac needs to 
test himself here in the U.S. 

“Or maybe,” Funk continued, 
“he’s just afraid. A 
bunch of folks, includ- 
ing me, would like a 
piece of him. Maybe 
it's a case of not being 
able to stand the heat, 
so he’s getting out of 
the damn kitchen!” 

Sabu responded to 
that assertion with a 
few choice expletives 
in his native tongue. 
When he calmed 


down, his words were more mea- 
sured. 

“| have respect for Funk,” he 
answered. “I’d be a fool not to. 
However, he is not always right, 
and in this instance he is definitely 
wrong. | have never backed down 
or refused a challenge. | have very 
good reasons for wanting to stay 
in Japan. | am treated well there. It 
is like a new home to me.” 

The young wildman’s other big 
reason for leaving the U.S. is a 
Japanese wrestler well-known to 
American fans: The Great Muta. 
Muta currently holds the IWGP 
heavyweight title. Sabu, who 
weighs just 220 pounds but 
doesn’t consider himself a junior 
heavyweight, is convinced: he can 
make the next step up and chal- 
lenge Muta for that belt. 

Indeed, Sabu will need to 
spend more time in Japan to prove 
to promoters there that he is ready 
to move up in class. 

“Sabu is courageous,” said one 
official of the New Japan promo- 
tion. “He has the skills, but he is 
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relatively small. Even if he is able 
to defeat Muta, would he be a wor- 
thy heavyweight champion? It is a 
question with which many of us 
are concerned.” 

Of course, Sabu does have his 
supporters in the promotional ranks. 

“Distinctions like ‘junior heavy- 
weight’ and ‘heavyweight’ have 
become less and less important,” 
said one New Japan higher-up. 
“Sabu is a great wrestler, one who 
people enjoy watching. | see no 
problem with Sabu carrying the 
banner of a federation. It doesn’t 
matter what his weight is.” 

Such words bolster Sabu’s 
belief that staying in Japan would 
be the right career move. He did, 
however, let on that he would miss 
the enthusiasm and atmosphere 
that is unique to North America’s 
grappling scene. 

“The crowds here have spurred 
. me on to greater heights,” he said. 
“They convinced me that no mat- 
ter how daring | was, | could be 


Sabu showed off the same ferocity and 
the same legdrops in Japan that 
he has in the U.S. Too bad for Americans 
that the Orient may he the only place he 
gets to prove he can compete with the 
world’s great heavyweights. 
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even more daring. | thank them for 
the experience, but now | feel | 
have learned enough to move on 
to a new phase of my career. | am 
sick of being treated like a piece of 
meat by these promoters in the 
United States. In Japan, promot- 
ers treat wrestlers with respect. 
That is what | want.” 

Harrah, stepping outside his 
role as interpreter, said he 
believes Sabu is prepared to make 
the move for another reason: He 
has matured. 


Kanemoto kept Sabu’s legs tied up for a 
while, but it didn’t take him long to 
escape and go on to capture the IWGP 
junior heavyweight title. He hopes it’s 
the first of many prestigious champi- 
onships he wins in the Far East. 


“Yes, you still see Sabu as 
reckless and wild as he has ever 
been,” Harrah noted. “But that 
recklessness now is borne not out 
of anger, but out of a desire to be 
the best. Sabu wants to show 
everyone it is time for him to be 
counted among the sport's elite. 

“He knows also,” Harrah contin- 
ued, “that this will take time, but he 
is willing to invest that time. It is a 
journey that should properly begin 
in Japan. Ultimately, he is going to 
demonstrate how wise his deci- 
sion is.” 

Camille Howard, a Sabu fan 
from Chicago, has heard all 
Sabu’s reasons, but none of them 
matter much to her. 

“| just want to see him wrestle,” 
she said. “Il don’t care about 
Japan! There’s nobody like Sabu 
here! He’s the best!” 

Thousands of fans agree. It just 
might not matter. The only man 
whose opinion matters seems to 
have made up his mind. | 


HEIGHT: 6'3" 

WEIGHT: 244 

YEARS PRO: 6 

HOMETOWN: Philadelphia, PA 
MAJOR TITLES HELD: ECW 
heavyweight (1995, 1992-93) 
BIGGEST STRENGTHS: 
Sadistic nature, ability to brawl 
outside the ring 

BIGGEST WEAKNESS: 
Smokes too much 

FAVORITE MANEUVER: 
Legdrop 

CLOSEST ALLY: Woman 
MOST HATED OPPONENT: 
Cactus Jack 

BIGGEST MATCH: Beat Shane 
Douglas for the ECW heavy- 
weight title, April 15, 1995 
IMMEDIATE GOAL: Prove to 
Cactus Jack that he is the 
toughest man in ECW 
LONG-RANGE GOAL: Fight for 
smokers’ rights 

HE SAID IT: “There’s nothing 
like smoking a good cigarette 
after | beat some punk to a 
bloody pulp with a Singapore 
cane!” 
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Order a six-issue subscription to any of the above titles—or take advantage of our special combination offer and receive four 
issues of Wrestling Superstars, four issues of Wrestle America, and four issues of Sports Review Wrestling—that's 12 issues in 
alll—at a bargain-priced 20% discount off the newsstand cost! Or get eight issues of each and save a whopping 25%! 


i | COUNT ME IN! | don't want to miss one exciting issue of Wrestling Superstars, Wrestle America, and Sports Review 1 
Wrestling! Start my 12-issue subscription today! | am enclosing $36.50, a 20% savings off the newsstand price! . 

LI INCREASE MY SAVINGS! Send me 8 issues each of Wrestling Superstars, Wrestle America, and Sports 
Review Wrestling! | am enclosing $68.40, a 25% savings off the newsstand price! 

(1 YES! | want six-issue subscriptions to the following magazines at the following prices—each of which reflects a 14 


savings off the newsstand cost! 

(J Wrestling Superstars: six issues for $20.15 

(] Wrestle America: six issues for $20.15 

C) Sports Review Wrestling: six issues for $12.75 


Send to: London Publishing Co., 


_] New [) Renewal 


PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY: 


Please indicate method of payment: NAME_ - : 

(C] Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 

(1 VISA FD MasterCard ADDRESS___ 

Card # = 

Expiration Date: / _ at APT. 

MO/YR ——— 

Signature: = CIN ——~—_ STATE ZIP 

Prices apply in U.S. only, Canada and all foreign countries: $17.55 ($29.25 airmail) for six issues of Sports Review Wrestling; $24.95 ($36.65 airmail) for six issue 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
magazine has all the inside information you want 
and it’s only a phone call away. 
If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the 
| road, you'll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federa- 
tion, call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now 
and you’ll be the first to learn about ... 


—Ssewweews ene Vek cows eS 


“(LS = 2 © Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want ; 
to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected 
letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0891 299 712 


TB This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dia 
N *Cost per minute in the United States and Canada is $1.99 per. Costeseiy mi 


